N7V
AN'YWN
NMIvnNI
DINYHN

sarona's conservation | rov 79w

D707 DN DN 25 7Y 7UID |I'D INRT7 19-N RN YNHOXL 7'NNN YIXL NI7900N NIAYWINNN 119'0
NI7N INIDN NIYRID DN7900 NXA7Z YIR7 QYD NIEINIKD DY WY NIX1 17 R770 21w 1858-2
NN NAYIND .YIXL NI7ONTRN NINNONN 7Y 0712 [DIN] IYV'OUNY NIAWIND YIW DN7NI NN 100N
NIRZINKN NAYINI DN7900 320 1AW'NN INIF INIRD NIY ;DN7900 458 'T' 7Y 1868-1 NO'NA NHNFZIN NMIYURIN
,NINY NIRZ7NN NAWIND NIX D707 1D D'{71N 19001 NINSWN MY YIIX 1871-1 1WID DIINNI ;(1869) 197

LWUN D707 Wry) TI7 T7 AN707'1 AW DR 1903-1 D70 WD TN 07U 1873-1 1AWI'NIN DN7900 300-I
MITOYW NNINN NYT7 T1212) NXA7 NN2AYY7 7V 1w 70 INT7ZIN D700 DNITRN NY7'720 DN7 N Anj7in 1906-1
ANR7 19 DAY YW .Y DI - NNIPIA2) DPNT7I VAN AIWND Di7IN 1907-11 (D77 naNizn DN7 N
7¢ N7WID N71YD - D70X Y¥INI N'MIYWN D7IVN NNN7N]1 QNNWN OXY 122907 JITID ,DI70N "AWIND TNRY

2N 7N 7 DPNYWN D DX 7'WINT7 ,1944 M1I0)7IND NTYIAY ,OX DX [OXII-N 78 NINID ITINI7Z NID

77721 ,0NR DYIAXIR (DAN IN) DAY anim
7Y |27 D77 ND72INY NRZINND NAWIND AT
DAID X7 WATINN 17¥NW ,["X7 "IN 192 DN7900N
NYNIA N'DINNSTOA X7, N MIND 12207 [1210 112'N2
72MTRN - NOIFNN 7¥ D'071AN DPDNHND TNXR T 7Y
L1912 NAYINN X9 7V 112) 7727 AUTIN'D 92107001
27N NN D'22,NAYINND 7Y 112°¥N 1120 DX D1 [1D'NY
TY AN INAY 7T .AF{7TR7 NN2ANNNA PNNNN 7y
D0'22N NND D2 [12'N 07U NYINAN NAYINI DI
LT YW NN 79 MI70N 11120 - D'7W12 0D1IvN
Nnina7 100 N2 ,7n'7 190 n'a N 071NN N
27X 921N INDODIN 7YW DOKDO |I701,”INTI7 (NIN) X"

.1933-1'w'7UN "0 NU'7Y DY DTN

NINDYNN N'AN,1921ND'NA NIMIN'YA NIAYINT T2
TN'DINA "0 'T'7 N2 12T NINTZNA 170V MINW2
L0110 - Y77 'A1I0 NYIZY ' NDWAY NI CARNDD
721 DNWI7Y NX 71707 YNRD QWY 77127 - nanNl 7In

70N NNX

Nyl NN 17'av (Sven Hedin) |'Tn 110 7INN
.19 MY D920 ,N2 D'NID TN XYY 2N 1916
YIATIXYD D'ONONN DAYINN NIAYAYDD 770 NI

270 NIl

VINUNY AIWYAY DNYUKRD D'YI7UN NNRYND DNINT
I'n D'NIN 2201 ,AWA'Y DX 01T 7,512 7¢ NOW 7Y
NAYINIA D 'YDIY O'N¥YI NI 'YOH ,0'N1D ,0'0TID
N A7 77211 ,'KR77NN DIXIND TIAY7 DY7Y90 I
NITIA NINTZNNA 'MIPHY 7Y 200 IPNYAY) T2
7172 27" ,nTPIN 'N2 L(N'NAXN NITON DNND] INI7'N7
I'N NAWIN] .D'7IA72 ND'OWYT 7YONI ,N7Fn 771DN
[N'7YN  NINIFZ 'NY 12 0NID 20 D'Y'YN N7YNT7 X
112N L|IDN'R7 UN'WY |07 QNN [NNNNI 22 N7y

NTIAYA 17N D7INAN A7 1'D97 179000 [I'van 7w N0
I[N '0D'VON D ,WTIZN YIX 7¥ D'W7N D'NIN1 0MDD
INIdN 7Y 1N1DD DY YN NMIYIAN .YY Yawn arnNn
m'aw n1n” - Philipp Jacob Spener rvivovinon
DAY |"X7 MyD .WXIAW NT7 TIrma (Pia desideria)
7Y AN )2 ,0"NT 0T 7Y DYIN X7 190N 7Y Y'OUN
2 78 20T 7Y NTONRY NPT'ONN AYIINN NINNONN

(210 bW 7yan) TY'IN

NYIDY - "OOXRY7TI7ON0” - N'INI7N NXIAT7N 7W NDY
,(0INAVIVY TX) 21MNOYVI-|TNIL N'DIDAN 1861-2
DRAYT X707 ;71090 N2 ,(72'n) Temple n'7nnn 11
WX YU'NI 10227372 DY D'A7X NI DAR D'A7X '72'0 1D
72'n 2 iNIN N'NY' DAY7RN 07X 72'nTNR N'NYY

.(D'MIMI77 DI7ZIND NMX) “I72'N DANI YIiT7 D'A7X

D'7N7 NO'7NN NI79NLN NYIINN DTN [I'VIN 0’0 7Y
NN7¥N2 NNYWY X'D N7 NN NYIAY IR NN D720 YIXa
N2'90HNN NN NINTZNN NIMIZIID0A WIN'Y 1N NN
120 NN N'VO'7N' PPN XRXIND NTIZI N NYYYNN
N7'T )N D778 NYTID NI7OMYIN INT'{7  NI9INNRND
1121 MINY2 D'NANY TIya ,7UN7 7D .0I7N7 N0
D'7U17'2 NINMN NAYIND N2 L, YY1 N'O 10710 '1ARD
J10a1 0M7,YY AN 2 A7'UN - DO'NAIL[ARD OV
DMIN'N NI'72 N D777 N2In NIonYnn
D'D'IN ,0IIND D'DY Niaa N0 35 'aIy7 oyann
ANNY IN7 NNMD DWOXRNA DA'7Y NNI7N ,0TNY

.00 DIN’'NT7 D2 YHWNA NXIELY'72 0N VIR

L7917 ATY'7XR NI2INTA |2 107120 D31 7V NRFZIND NNy
NVINN XY DT ITIIN'TI NY2INRD 2N LP22 0Nnan
IYDMIW DAIT 600 7¥ NLW 7y NIZNA NN121 N'R77NN
DITO N'NA .ID'7 N'NTH N7 AYAIRD AN TINAN
LTY7R TITI 7977 WTY7R OPD) DAZIY DY Y INT

Sarona - the conservation question and the conservationist answer | architecture of israel 100 | February 2015 | page 15 english version



AID'YUN INRT DI 7NNY Y
.DrPINTA D'7TANN [N LI
.D'72MYTXR PN 12 RN 7T
N Yny :ni7y

Sarona Gardens after conservation.
View from the southern towers.
Conservation architects: Bar Orian
Architects.
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Above (both pages): The distillery.
Documentation: Architect Eyal Ziv.
Conservation architects:

Bar Orian Architects.

Right page, bottom: The distillery
in 1890 - photo from Albert Bleich
Collection, Australia

(Located by Shay Farkash).
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Top (both pages): The open space doesn't
utilize the architectural quality of the
conserved buildings.

Left page, bottom: House of the blacksmith,
Gottlob Graz, in a photo from 1952.

From the Theo & Susan Collection, Australia
(located by Shay Farkash).
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Left page: A street at evening in the conserved
colony — all that is left is to imagine it as a
living, breathing community.

Right: Christoph Hoffmann St. in a postcard
from World War Il, when the British army took
over houses in Sarona after deporting their
residents to detention camps.

(located by Shay Farkash).

Middle: Conservation Act included the
relocation of 5 structures.

Drawings: Typical plan of Templar House -
two floors, with attic and basement.
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for 49 years, and 33 buildings survived
to become places of entertainment and
commerce - cafes, restaurants and shops -
thus missing a once in a life-time opportunity
to create a lively urban complex that included
residential houses, perhaps the Tel Aviv
School of Architecture, (and even) student
dormitories; as well as artists and craftsmen’s
residences. This would have enhanced the
urban fabric, commemorating, if only slightly,
the successful community activities of the
Templar colony.

To the credit of the Bar Orian Office you could
say that although conservation measures
were split, they perceived the compound as a
whole, rather than a collection of independent
buildings. Moreover, adapting the buildings

to various tenants, conserving the houses
original layout, they were designed for
entertainment and commercial functions.

In this context, elevator and ramp access

for the disabled - using new technologies
and contemporary materials, emphasizes
the difference between old and new. In this
context, when new openings were added,
they were plastered without lintels, in
order to distinguish them from the original
timber framed openings. In many cases, an
attempt was made to expose the building
stages, including building materials, unique
construction details, murals and flooring. In
some cases, walls were left un-plastered and
covered in glass to enable an impression of
the original building technology.

Unfortunately, public open space between the
buildings was designed as a public garden
(as indicated by the name Sarona Gardens),
regardless of the nature of the buildings or
their architectural quality, thus foregoing the
enormous historical value of the conservation.
Instead of an integral urban set up, we have a
shiny complex that exudes the atmosphere of
a playground, and once the attraction has run
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its course, it will primarily serve the narrow
luxury towers surrounding it.

And here again, similar to the conservation
of the Manshiyah Railroad Station in Tel Aviv
the mission missed the point; and in marked
contrast to the successful Neve Tzedek
neighbourhood (for example) where the
urban fabric has been preserved - allowing
the houses themselves to gradually change
- the open space bears no relation to the
conserved buildings, thus having no real
urban value.

And the next sin probably lies in the fact that
the Templar Colony of Sarona also has a
northern part that quietly houses government
offices. When these are evacuated it will be
possible to add more buildings to the plucked
colony, and maybe this would hasten the
redemption sought by descendants of the
Pietists who advocated Pious Desires as an
antithesis to Mental Faith.
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by the Israelis, located a military base and
government institutions there. Ironically, it
was those forces that kept the place almost
untouched for about fifty years, until the Israel
Land Administration "forgot" its public role
and sold its architectural treasures for the
treasures of money.

No less serious a fact was that decision
makers failed to understand that without the
conservation of the entire fabric, including its
components - the residential, public buildings
and the space in between — the place has no
real urban value.

However, the forced conservation of the
colony was possible only after public
campaigns, promoted by two extensive
articles published here about sixteen years
ago (Al # 34). A courageous intervention by
then city engineer, Israel Goodovich, who
succeeded in overturning the Israel Lands
Administration‘s demolition plan.

Ultimately, the limited conservation plan
included the relocation of five buildings,
among them the school and Beit Ha’am,
which were preventing the expansion of
Kaplan Street - a main traffic artery leading to
the Ayalon Highway.

But, the greatest sin of the conservation
program is that the three components of
the basic fabric were split among six bodies
for detailed design: 27 of the 33 buildings
were renovated by Bar Orian Architects;
three buildings were renovated by architect
Nitza Szmuk to serve as the Further Studies
extension of the Technion; the Visitors Center
was renovated by architect Giora Solar;
the Olive Press building was renovated by
architect Eyal Ziv to be used as a café; and
the Langa Sisters’ home was renovated by
architect Tal Eyal to become the Opticana
Eyeglasses Museum. And the open public
space between the buildings was designed
by Zur-Wolf Landscape Architects.

Until the structures were handed over to
leasing bodies, they were sought after by
architects Amnon Bar-Or, Eyal Ziv, Giora
Solar and Shmuel Groag from the Tel Aviv
Conservation department.

It is significant to note that after the final
deportation of the Templars from Israel during
the War of Independence, all the Templar
buildings in Israel belonged to the State (who
paid compensation to the Templars), but
unfortunately, instead of serving the public,
some were destroyed, others were leased
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Above (two pages): Modern means of access,
highlighting the difference between old and new.
Right page, bottom: Theodor Sandel's

master plan is based on a cross, yet, with a
cartographer’s wisdom, it is well connected to the
organic environment.

Landscape architects: Zur-Wolf Landscape

Architects
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a school, various workshops - equipped with
the most advanced facilities in the country at
the time.

The Templars architectural qualities might
have been an excellent source of reference
for Israeli architecture, trying at the time to put
down roots in the country, in the absence of
any ongoing architectural heritage. However,
their German origins and faith was for them
(and us) an obstacle. With the start of World
War |, they were declared "enemies" by the
British because some of them supported the
German Emperor, Wilhelm I, and 850 of them
were deported to a detention camp in Egypt.

At the beginning of the Second World War,
most of the Templars were exiled to Australia
and Germany, while others were placed in
internment camps in Egypt and the Templar
communities themselves were to serve as
bargaining chips for the liberation of Jews.

During the War of Independence in 1948,
the last Templar outposts, Wilhelma and
Bethlehem of Galilee, were taken over and
residents either fled or were expelled from the
country, and their property went to the state
of Israel to be managed by the Israel Lands
Administration.

It should be noted however, that the emotional
(and therefore negative) attitude towards
the Templars, some of whom had ties with
the Nazi regime, also extended to buildings
of other enemies: the Turks who were here
for 400 years; the British who prepared the
master plan for Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Haifa and
Netanya and, in particular - Arab construction,
perceived to this day to be a mess (despite
its superb integration into the landscape),
and the term Arab Work, synonymous with
“negligence”, speaks for itself.

Anyway, one does not argue with facts, and
evidently, the German Colonies in Jerusalem,
Haifa, Wilhelma and Bethlehem of Galilee are
sought after treasures, not only because of
their architectural quality, but especially their
urban fabric, expressing the right correlation
between their residential houses, public
buildings and open public space in between.

And this is precisely where the conservation of
Sarona took a wrong turn. The colony, which
was by the way built 35 years before Ahuzat
Bayit, was born conceived and nurtured in
sin, or rather - a long succession of sins.

The first sin (apparently a fortunate one for the
colony) occurred when the British, followed
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The story of the Templar colonies in Israel begins in the mid-19th century following the failure of
25 young Germans to establish an agricultural colony near Nazareth in 1858. Ten years later, a
group of Templars led by Lutheran pastor, Christoph Hoffmann, arrived in Israel and gradually
established seven colonies that significantly affected the development of Israeli architecture. The
first German Colony was established in Haifa in 1869 by 458 Templars; in 1869, 320 Templars
settled in the deserted American Colony in Jaffa; of these, 14 families and a number of bachelors
left in 1871 to establish the agricultural colony of Sarona and, in 1873, 300 Templars settled in

Jerusalem.

In 1903, the second generation of the
Templars established the Wilhelma colony
near Lod, and in 1906 - Bethlehem of Galilee,
identified as the birthplace of Jesus due to
its proximity to Nazareth - unlike common
opinion, according to which Jesus was born
in Bethlehem near Jerusalem. The seventh
colony, Waldheim was established in 1907.
The settlers of both colonies were evacuated
after it was suspected that one of them -
Friedrich Deininger, participated in Operation
Atlas — a failed Waffen SS commando attempt
in October 1944, to poison Tel Aviv drinking
water.

The name of the group that cut off ties in
1861 from the Lutheran church in Baden-
Wuerttemberg — derived from the word
Temple in the spirit of the verse: "...you are
a temple of God" (Epistle of the Corinthians
to Paul).

The Templar belief that redemption can
be hastened by hard work in the ascetic
conditions of the Holy Land, stemmed from the
seventeenth century Pietist idea. Expressed
by Protestant pastor, Philipp Jacob Spener,
in his book “Pia Desideria”’, namely - believe
through your heart, as opposed to the mind.
Interestingly, the idea influenced quite a
number of religious denominations, among
them the Hasidic Movement, developed by
Rabbi Israel Ben Eliezer (Baal Shem Tov) in
the mid-18th century.

Based on this idea, the Templars decided
to establish a modest productive society in
Israel, which they did highly successfully

using advanced technologies in the spirit of
the Industrial Revolution.

This minimalist starting point combined with
their European building culture, promoted
a climate-aware architecture with a strong
affinity to place. Thus, while the Sarona
houses were built with limestone, plaster
and timber, houses of the German Colony
in Jerusalem had a stone finish, and in Haifa
— a combination of stone, timber, brick and
concrete. Naturally, attention was given to
climate, evident in external walls 35 cms.
thick, aeralized tiled roofs, massive shutters,
upper windows that allowed for the release
of hot air in summer, and a fireplace that also
served to heat water.

Sarona is situated on a hilly plane between
the streets Eliezer Kaplan, Menahem Begin,
Rehov Ha-Arba’a, and Leonardo De Vinci.
The agricultural colony was originally built on
a stand of 600 dunam purchased from the
Greek Monastery about 5 kilometers east
of Jaffa. Houses were arranged along two
crossing axes (now Eliezer Kaplan and David
Elazar), similar to other Christian colonies,
including the American Colony previously
populated by the Templars in Jaffa. However,
it should be noted, that the emphasis of a
cross was not detrimental to a calculated
connection with the organic environment, and
with good reason. The design was done by a
leading architect of that time - architect and
cartographer, Theodor Sandel (the son of
Jaffa’s colony doctor), who also designed the
colony’s public buildings, including the winery
and tunnels connecting it to the distillery.

Sandel, whose home stands to this day in the
German Colony in Jerusalem, also designed
other important buildings in Jerusalem - the
original Sha’are Zedek Hospital, the German
Hospital, the Laemel School, the Hanna
Landau School for Girls, and the Fast Hotel
upon which flew a swastika flag in 1933
celebrating the rise of the Third Reich.

Contrary to the urban colonies in Haifa and
Jaffa, most Sarona families engaged in
agriculture, which is reflected in the master
plan. Since there were three types of sail in
the area - gravel, sand and loam - Sandel
made an effort to include the three in each of
the properties.

Sven Anders Hedin, the explorer who visited
Sarona in 1916, wrote that “citrus trees are
blooming, the vines are loaded with grapes;
the vegetable gardens are thriving, and
residents make their living from milk and
honey”.

Accounts from the 30’s confirm that the
thriving colony of Sarona covered an area
of 1,800 acres, and included more than
sixty two-story houses, each with an attic
and a small basement; it was surrounded
by orchards, vineyards, banana plantations,
and trees bursting with fruit. At that time,
Sarona included processing plants for
agricultural produce, including an olive press
(its machines well-kept thanks to its location
within the military garage), packing houses,
a large winery with a distillery, and a bottle
washing plant. Public buildings included a
community center, an administration building,

Sarona - the conservation question and the conservationist answer | architecture of israel 100 | February 2015 | page 11 english version



YAAZTV!

NIN'DI 1'J17 113N

CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT

LR AR

I H
(LT T

e

W
TORRREEE RRRRRRRR!

PTTTITT

T TR S

FTTTITY

PRRRARRAA A

i
PNETTRPTITRT)
IR

NI 717AN V71190 DA
M 03041 0'019n13 171

17 (103 NNANN 12N, 03N 0V .1971 NYATAZNY"MN'9) 0117 112N N TY
QITAIMN DAINNNA° 7703 NIMYN1A1 111 09NaA 020 0T 0'U7N9 VNl
09797910 0920 W7 U792 .0MIU0N 027 AW WIT'NA NI2ND NNANA
DAY 0'YIATN NITNIA MY MITIAY, 07 0917 NAavn 12NN nuNI | NNyl
,0'0"MN, NIZN NI277 NINAI 'WIATN NTNYI M7'Y , 0'9V10 Niad Oi7'y JIv1] 0wy

.TIVLJAIN NINAOAL NINDI NITIAY, 0'9X01 NIANTA

790N N 12BN 7Y N'AAN-7NN ANI7Yn 7Y 0323 N AN AYTN vl
J7211R07 'IMIA7 1390Y 0MNA7A N 17AN NNVIAN N3aA ,Tan 0 ,M179880

oIt | NN NINIZTZ N2 | 0N1AN7 AT NA7n Y. NNAR-7¥ 0'901) 710'V 1NN
N1 | D"MNoA 0927 NAFN | N7WAn Twa 112V 0MINY 0'U7'N9 | 38 NN vINAI
1391 7N9 | Y790N-NT'701 NIMYN | V77 "MIM7 | MA3Wa NT79 NWNnuodi | npne
.0'272 0N | M9 VO2ON /19010N

e LN, —

-

www.yaaz:eo:il-a:an 7n 8 nuaINa 20

.OrN1 1877 NIWA TN 170Y 777 NNOWA N'2 NN NINAY MY NIJIAN2
.22 797 21IN12 07N NN



'0719 N2 N7 7710 JINND ANINP'77 NN p”v1 NiadIn 0.1
:0'N2N DMWY DIX ' |2 NPOODI

:D'NAN DN X NN NI7D 72101
.N112AD7 VDD |1IDNI NDXIAND NIDN DTN DY NIY'AD
(NPYINIA) NYVID7 IN'N NYAN
"7y nipo

D'NIAN DN DX [NIN DIZD 10PINV0IIN
JUTIO NP upIp Npr1a
.N1AD7 DY NXPIN00ID 1100
"7V Nip'o

D'NDID D'NUI 7Y NY7001'NI 7DWN (1200
JODIPNI DN TIT'A XWIIA Y1
211 7Dwn 0D P77 NIAnn AN

JINTT 0D pin'o 7V N1an?7 PT2 NMNN

T 12100 V19D

(o' D1 yr&'p %n) 1N AYyn NN
3035001 nNn'Sny 42 T"n
04-6371199 'OpPD ,04-6373333 'HU
ds@ds-ltd.co.il

—
[

DS CONSTRUCTIONS LTD.

www.ds-ltd.co.il n”“ya niad1n .o.7T

n‘ivrTn n'ila

JIN9IYN NIOOIPNI NIDAN NN DY 1Xp N1

17Y2 1PIIDINT DTINID JIAD NNY'D D”YA N2 0.7
T30 NIYAL TIP''O0IPR TITA,NID'ONI PTIN NIIDN
2N 0IY 20-D N7YD7 7¢ 17 1'DY NPNIN NNANY
NIZ1AD NT79 DMWY NP NIAAL DN NIPNA

JTIN IOPINV0IP N?71D' 17V NHDIINI

7¢) IXP DT NDPN IWOXDN ' TIN' NIN'D Nin D-HOUSE
NIODIPRI NI'DAN , NIVPINV0IP NIIDN '7V1 01D
JIMYD

21PN 77D 077100 1102 NITIo* 7y nnwin D-HOUSE
'D'I9N DT'NYD 0'9IND 112N 112 0N D-LOCK-n Nini?
232 DA NNYWOXDI TITA 7¢ NIIY NIADWA 1NN
YT 72PN LITIVO

I0PIN0DAP 72T DNYIXPD DN A7 NIAD 7D
DN TODIPN yuI!

www.dhouse.co.il



