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Above: Tel Aviv train waiting at the Sderot Railway Station.

Right page: Rocket proof structure with
a welcoming entrance hall.

Ami Shinar - Amir Mann Architects and Urban Planners.
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Sderot Railway Station

An image of an armored lizard emerging
from the ground. The 100 meter-long
passage brings the station closer to town, to
avoid crossing the busy road.

Right page: Wrinkled ceiling and V-shaped
columns - design language that connects all
the components of the structure.

Ami Shinar - Amir Mann Architects and
Urban Planners.

Principal partner: Ami Shinar

Project Architects: Kedem Shinar,
Martin Neiman.

Construction: Rafi Bat.

Landscape architect: Pete Lederer.

Photos: Yael Engelhart, Gal Deren,
Dana Polo, Shay Adam,
Albatross Aerial Perspective.
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Sderot Railway Station NNTY NINN

Above: One of the ten waiting shelters made of N110 - ¥ 7YNY NIDODN WYN NNX :n7ynY
steel trusses in the design language of the AIX'YN NOYA NT79 NIDAYI "ODIFN”
station. .nannn 7y
Right page, top: The station at twilight. 227N NIYWIA NINNN :n7YN‘7 .10 TInya
Right page, bottom: The hall above the .D'9'¥IN 7YNY D7IRN :n0ONT 1P TINY2
platforms. Reinforced concrete facing the west in T2 27YD0 (127 D1IDIN DIOX V{7l 'ITN [I02 NN
order to provide shelter while waiting for the train. .N21>17 D'YNNN7 NN 7907
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Sderot Railway Station

This page: Concrete tiles, V shaped
columns, in the hall above the platforms.
Right page: The 100 meter-long
underground passage.
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Sderotwas established in 1951 as a settlement for immigrants from Iran and Kurdistan on the ruins
of the abandoned Arab Village Najed. Its name derives from the eucalyptus trees planted by the
unemployed inhabitants in order to keep them busy. Over the years, immigrants from Romania,
and especially from Morocco, increased the population, until it doubled at the end of the 80s
with immigrants from the Soviet Union and Ethiopia. In 1998, the small town was declared a City,
and recognition of the Sapir college as an accredited higher education institution brought young
and education-demanding inhabitants to the city, contributing to its cultural life. However, since
2000, during the second Intifada, the city, located only a kilometer from the Gaza Strip, began to
absorb missiles on a daily basis, thus becoming the soft belly of Israel, and the justification for
all the retaliation operations that have taken place ever since. Inaugurated a year ago, the new
train station brought about a conceptual upheaval, marking the country’s intention to bring the
center nearer to the periphery.

The new Sderot Railway station is the first on
the Ashkelon-Beersheba line in the Western
Negev. As railways often do, it will shorten
the distance from the center, thus helping
to resolve unemployment problems on the
periphery on one hand, while solving a
shortage of residences in the center. Beyond
being a social solution, the structure is a new
prototype of public building in the country
and, possibly, the world, as it is rocket proof.

In the absence of prior models and tested
regulations, this fact required a different kind
of architectural and engineering creativity.
The main question was how to create a place
that gives a sense of security and comfort,
while concealing the engineering properties
of a bunker or sealed shelter.

This design challenge gave rise to the concept
of a structure emerging defiantly from the
ground like a pre-historic, armor-clad lizard,
from which design language was inferred.
In this frame, white concrete tiles, creating a
layer of wrinkle-like scales, conceal the thick
concrete walls, leading to the lit entrance hall
through which the train passes. While the
protected walls face west towards the source
of the threat, light is introduced from the East
through a glazed metal framework.

Ami Shinar - Amir Mann Architects and
Town Planners
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