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The columns supporting the roof, and,
by the way - the “bowl” of tiers.

Architects: Herzog & de Meuron.
Photos: Rubén P. Bescos.
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agricutural landscape
Drawing: site plan.

Architects: Herzog & de Meuron.
Photos: Rubén P. Bescos.
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The need for efficiency dictates that
every constructive element should be
multi-functional.

Architects: Herzog & de Meuron.
Photos: Rubén P. Bescoés.
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Slender support pillars prevent visual
obstruction throughout the stadium,
while auxiliary functions are located
beneath the bowl of tiers.

Drawing: Level 1.

Architects: Herzog & de Meuron.
Photos: Rubén P. Bescos.
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Forty-two thousand spectators seated
under one roof - approximately the number
of residents in a medium-sized Israeli city.

Architects: Herzog & de Meuron.
Photos: Rubén P. Bescos.
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This page, drawing: Level 3.

Right page, drawing: Level 2.

Architects: Herzog & de Meuron.
Photos: Rubén P. Bescos.
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Whether we like it or not, the recently
builtstadiumsinspired by the Olympics
constitute the new cathedrals of pop
culture, where size and magnificence
play a key role. Nonetheless, their

complex functioning, which requires ’[he new Stadium ir]
efficient performance, is worthy of bordeaUX

' size

Bonnie Evans

Intended to host some of 2016 European Cup
games, the new stadium in Bordeaux was planned
by Herzog & de Meuron, led this time by their “silent”
partner, Stefan Marbach. Though the firm resume
includes several large stadiums around the world -
Chelsea, Beijing, Portsmouth, the Allianz Arena, and
Basel - their planning challenge this time was to create
a huge structure intended to host 42,000 people under
one roof, with everything this entails - parking, toilets,
means of access, and hosting functions. All this, while
maintaining the fashion of dividing the general audience
from the privileged new “aristocracy”, numbering about
four thousand VIP’s who are assigned special tiers, as
well as two sophisticated tiers for the media.

An airy structure based on a large number of relatively
slender columns supporting the roof, as well as the
“bowl” of tiers intended for a number of spectators
exceeding the average inhabitants of a medium sized
Israeli town.

All auxiliary functions, including toilets, restaurants,
players’ changing rooms, VIP and media spaces were
located beneath the raised “bowl”, to avoid any visual
obstacle.

The simple rectangular structure allows the largest
“cathedral” of its kind in Europe to merge with the
landscape - justifying the firm's winning entry at the
architectural competition in 2011.

Architects: Herzog & de Meuron.
Photos: Rubén P. Bescoés.
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