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Above: Calculated exposure of the bedrooms to the streeton e S
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Right page: Living room opening onto the garden at the rear.
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The diverted upper mass produces a protected entrance path below.
Left page: View from the street.

Arbijaz Architects - Adi Weinberg
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Above: A glimpse of the stairs from the entrance.

Below: The stairs — a curious sculptural element giving the lower floor
its uniqueness.

Left page, top: The open kitchen.
Below: Sitting area in the living room. 2702 TY - DYINTN IR AW
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Semi-detached house in Ramat Hasharon.

Above: Sculptural lighting elements in the stairwell.

Right page, left: Sections through the skylights for warm air release above the stairwell.
Right page, right: A spot of color in the children's bathroom.

Right page, bottom: Upper floor plan.
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what do you do
when someone asks
you to design a

seml-detached
nouse n
[amat nasharon

Shira Shenton

Architect Adi Weinberg: “...very few have an unlimited budget, and in
most cases at the end of the day construction costs exceed the allotted
budget. In my view it is not a matter of budget - a unique house requires
investment in the design, because of all the construction costs, it is the
least expensive article. In fact, design is the only phase where changes
don't cost at all. The difference between a sketched wall and a built,
plastered and painted wall can amount to thousands of shekels at best,
or a never-ending compromise at worst.”

Built in the fifties, this semi-detached house
with its low ceiling and multiple columns
required redesigning to meet the residents’
contemporary needs. That is — to create
open, flowing, bright and ventilated spaces
with suitable proportions.

Dense space division and limiting building
lines typical of semi-detached houses, often
resultin a narrow courtyard around the house,
making separation from neighbors and the
surrounding public spaces a major challenge
in the design.

The chosen solution - constructing a
house of two masses that differ in finishing
materials and essentially behave differently.
This facilitated a distinction between private
and public, while establishing an intimate
relationship with the surrounding landscape,
without too much concern about privacy.

This also brought about a more accurate
relationship between cost, uniqueness, and
comfort. For instance, the simple stair rail,
which gives the staircase a sculptural quality,
helps soften the connection between the two
floors, it is not expensive yet comfortable to
use. Likewise are the three skylights that let
in natural light above the stairwell while they
can be electrically opened for ventilation in
summer.

The tectonic distinction between the masses
is further enhanced by the openings,
when the diverted upper mass produces a
protected entrance path below, and special
arrangement of the bricks in the lower mass
creates a self-shading effect.

Arbijaz Architects - Adi Weinberg
Photos: Shay Epstein
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