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Architecture cannot be contained simply by
rules of order, instead it must accommodate
the restless mind of the human society

McBride Charles Ryan | architecture of israel 99 | november 2014 | page 91 anglish version
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Bibliotheca Alexandrina, Egypt 1989-2001

The 160 meters drum-like structure echoing the curving line of the bay is
surrounded by a reflecting pool, above which is a footbridge linking the city
and the nearby University.

Craig Dykers, Kjetil Treedal Thorsen - snohetta.
Local Architect: Hamza Associates
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Craig Dykers, Kjetil Traedal Thorsen - snghetta.
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Bibliotheca Alexandrina

Innovative yet timeless contemporary design.

Right page: Carving work on the drum-like structure was done
in collaboration with artists Jorunn Sannes and Kristian Blystad,
employing local stone cutting methods to maintain authenticity.

Craig Dykers, Kjetil Treedal Thorsen - snohetta.
Local Architect: Hamza Associates
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Craig Dykers, Kjetil Traedal Thorsen - snohetta.
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Bibliotheca Alexandrina, Egypt 1989-2001

Built alongside the ancient harbor in the historic city center, the 11-storey
library can contain up to 4 million books, and 8 million using compact
storage. The library contains a planetarium, several museums, a school for
information science, and conservation facilities. Matching the curving harbor
line the drum-like structure symbolizes the cyclical nature of knowledge,
evolving throughout time. It’s glistening, tilting roof recalls the ancient
Alexandrian lighthouse and provides the city with a new symbol for learning
and culture.

Right page: The north facing skylights enable the 20,000 sqm. open reading
room to be naturally lit by indirect sunlight.

Craig Dykers, Kjetil Treedal Thorsen - snohetta.
Local Architect: Hamza Associates
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Maggie's Cancer Care Centre,
Aberdeen, Scotland, 2010-2013

Surrounded by a row of trees,the sculptured
envelope enwraps the different functions,
allowing the penetration of south and west
sunlight to the protected courtyard.

Craig Dykers, Kjetil Treedal Thorsen -
snohetta.
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Craig Dykers, Kjetil Treedal Thorsen - snohetta.

13 - GROUP ROOM
16 - WORKING SPACE
17 - TERRACE
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Maggie's Cancer Care Centre, Aberdeen, Scotland, 2010-2013

Located at the southern end of the Forester Hill Hospital, the Maggie's Cancer Care Centre is
not a place for treatment, but rather for meeting and receiving help and guidance. Aiming to
create a home-like ambiance, the timber partitions form intimate spaces, from which visitors

enjoy the view of the surrounding fields.

Craig Dykers, Kjetil Treedal Thorsen - snohetta.
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05 - WINDOW SEATS

06 - HALLWAY LIBRARY
08 - COUNCELING ROOM
10 - WC DISABLED

13- GROUP ROOM
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Craig Dykers, Kjetil Traedal Thorsen - snghetta.
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Lofoten Opera Hotel (under construction)

Located near the town of Servagen, the bagel-like low-rise structure will
include an hotel and apartments. Overlooking magnificent scenery, the
project is set to attract new guests to Lofoten - one of Norway's 18 national
tourist routes.

Craig Dykers, Kjetil Treedal Thorsen - snohetta.
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Tverrfjellhytta Wild Reindeer Pavilion, 2009-2011

The design is based on a contrast between the rigid outer shell and a
soft, organic wooden core, shaped like an eroded rock or ice.

Craig Dykers, Kjetil Treedal Thorsen - snohetta.
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Craig Dykers, Kjetil Treedal Thorsen - snohetta.

-

T




Tverrfjellhytta 'nIx7 78D 720 "7'x [N
2009-2011 ,0"22712

[12202 NIAXIY ANXAN 'XNI N"{7 NINFZINNA QI0'N NINN
ANINSN NI'NN NINYY7 n"7an ‘7n|7 |'mn'7 T NNIT
NN 70§77 D2

Craig Dykers, Kjetil Treedal Thorsen - snohetta.
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Tverrfjellhytta Wild Reindeer Pavilion.
2009-2011

Located in Hjerkinn on the outskirts of Dovrefjell
National Park, the pavilion overlooks the Snohetta
mountain - the highest peak of the Dovrefjell mountain
range, which forms a barrier between the northern
and southern parts of Norway. Open to the public,

the 90 squ.m structure serves as the observation
pavilion for the Wild Reindeer Foundation educational
programmes.

Built in the same style, a transportation station (on the
right) 1,500 meters away, attracts visitors to the site.

Craig Dykers, Kjetil Treedal Thorsen - snohetta.
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September 11 Memorial Museum, NY

With its low, horizontal and uplifting geometry,

the Pavilion acts as a bridge between reality

and memorial - above and below, light and dark,
collective and individual experiences.

Right page: View of the museum and surrounding
buildings from one of two pools constituting the
memorial site, "Reflecting Absence", by architect
Michael Arad.

Craig Dykers, Kijetil Treedal Thorsen - snghetta.
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Located at the World Trade Center
site, the pavilion commemorates
the destruction of the Twin Towers TN
in 2001. Providing the area with

a lively organic form, it allows the
visitor to engage with the site, the
event, and the surrounding buildings. |
The sloping mantle symbolizes a |
collapsing object while reminders
of the Twins Towers inside, invite
passersby to gaze in through the
windows.

Photos: jeff goldberg/esto

Craig Dykers, Kjetil Traedal
Thorsen - snghetta.
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architecture is not
subject to any
known

The most formative eventinthe development
of Snghetta as an international firm was
an occasional chat in 1989 between two
architects who intended to participate in the
competition for the library of Alexandria —

Bonnie Evans

Craig Dykers
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snahetta peaks

Kjetil Traedal Thorsen

Kjetil Traedal Thorsen from Oslo and Craig Dykers from Los Angeles. The two decided to submit
a joint entry by an international team that included architects and landscape architects from
Norway, Los Angeles and Austria, several artists and the art historian Cordula Mohr, who was
responsible for explaining the program and its relation to the historical Alexandria Bibliotheca.
Regarded as the largest library of the ancient world, the Bibliotheca was founded as part of the
Great Museum in the third century BC by the Macedonian general Ptolemy | Soter - successor
of Alexander the Great. In 48 BC it was set on fire by Julius Caesar, and totally destroyed by
Aurelianus Augustus in 270 AD. As the new library is perceived as a revival of the ancient
Bibliotheca, the project located Snghetta at the foreground of the architectural world.

Established in order to design the Library of
Alexandria, the combined firm was located
above the Dovre-Hallen (the Brown Bear
Hall) - a pub in Oslo where the partners used
to meet. Dovre is the name of the mountain
range separating the northern and southern
parts of Norway, the highest peak of which
is Snohetta. The name was adopted by the
team that strove (and managed) to reach the
peak of the world of architecture.

Located in Oslo and New York, the firm today
employs over 150 designers and artists, who
handle over 50 projects worldwide. The firm
is owned by its two founders - Kjetil Thorsen
from Oslo, and Craig Dykers from Los
Angeles, with four other partners.

Despite the variety of sources, the dominant
line of thought at Snohetta is based on
Norwegian culture and firmly rooted in its
landscape.

Dykers has described Snghetta's approach
as being "collectivist," while Thorsen has
described the firm's ethos as "open, direct,
accessible and egalitarian".

At any rate, the firm's architectural jargon
includes terms such as equality, openness,
generosity and mainly — strong environmental
awareness.

Accordingly, the stated philosophy of the firm
is that architecture is not subject to any known
order or rules, since it constantly needs to be
adapted to the restless human brain.

Dykers, who manages the New York branch,
was born in Frankfurt in 1961. After studying
medicine and art, he went on to study
architecture in Texas. At Snghetta he was
involved in designing the library in Alexandria,
the Oslo Opera House, the Winter Olympic
Games hall in Oslo, the Norwegian embassy
in Berlin, the Karmoy Fishing Museum, and
the September 11 Memorial Museum in
New York, for which the New York branch
was established in 2004. Dykers lectures
at several academic institutions and is a
professor at City College, New York.

Born in 1958 on the Norwegian coastal
island of Karmgy, Kjetil Traedal Thorsen,
studied architecture in Graz, worked in Espen

Tharaldsen's office in Bergen, in Ralph
Erskine’s office in Stockholm, and later on in
David Sandwood’s office in Norway. In 1986
Thorsen established the architecture gallery
in Oslo, and in 1987 he started a partnership
with architect @yvind Mo and landscape
architect Alf Haukeland, who were later joined
by three more landscape architects.

At Snoghetta, Thorsen won several important
architectural competitions, among them
the Winter Olympic Games hall in Oslo, the
Serpentine Gallery in London (in collaboration
with Olafur Eliasson), the library in Alexandria,
and the new opera house in Oslo.

Thorson received an honorable doctorate
from the Norwegian University of Science and
Technology.

Unlike the common distinction between
different projects, the office is based on team
work, maintaining close interaction for mutual
inspiration between the various designers
— architects, landscape architects, interior
designers and artists — and the results speak
for themselves.
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