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The planned Bitsargn
edestrian and cyclist
ridge over the Ayalon

Highway

Right page: Detail planned with
Associative Parametric Design
Software.

Chen Architects.
Construction: Rokach Ashkenazi.
Landscaping: Moria Sekely.
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Porter Building for
Environmental Studies,
Tel Aviv University, 2014

Rising above the Ayalon Highway the building
was graded 92 in the American LEED
standard, and to a large extent reflects the
design effort invested in it.

Thus, north-facing classrooms and offices
enjoy filtered natural light, while the south-
facing atrium is protected by a shading facility,
its structure intended to support solar tubes in
the future.

Chen Architects Ltd., Axelrod Grobman
Architects, Geotectura.

Project architects: Yasha Grobman,
Joseph Cory, Nir Chen

Design team: Mushit Fidelman, Neta Karp;J
Yaron Kotick, Alex Lipski, Guy Austern. -
Landscape design: Braudo-Maoz.
Construction: Avivi Axelrod LTD,

Gabi Trachtenberg.

Photos: Shai Epstein.
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Porter Buildin? for
Environmental Studies, Tel
Aviv University, 2014

The auditorium - the largest space in the building
- is located in the basement and opens onto a
promenade.

Left page: The movement system is designed
to encourage random encounters between
the various users - students, researchers,
administrators and maintenance team.

A “smart” system that learns the behavior
patterns of the users and weather conditions,
switching the various systems on and off to
prevent waste of energy.

Chen Architects Ltd., Axelrod Grobman
Architects, Geotectura.

Project architects: Yasha Grobman,
Joseph Cory, Nir Chen

Design team: Mushit Fidelman, Neta Karp,
Yaron Kotick, Alex Lipski, Guy Austern.
Landscape design: Braudo-Maoz.
Construction: Avivi Axelrod LTD, Gabi
Trachtenberg.

Photos: Shai Epstein.
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get. The foreman stops seeing you as an
“‘intruder”, serving you the best coffee there
is - construction site coffee. An atmosphere of
relaxed optimism. You’re done compromising
with reality. You've come to terms with
everything that probably wont be in the
project for lack of funds, lack of time, due to
lack of understanding, or lack of imagination.
The die is cast and fixed in time, and you
reflect on your mistakes that are balanced by
your small victories. Soon new life will begin
in the building but, for one brief moment, this
building is still yours.

The second...

A day later, you are sitting in front of the
computer screen with a blank measurement
metric, cleaned of all possible information.
We've been to the site, realized the
limitations, prohibitions, fears and dreams,

Rl 2015 'x0 101 [ n7Rw IR | 70T D

produced all the questions and posed all the
potential answers. The fresh page is full of
possibilities and hopes. Imaginary geometry
begins to sense and find its way towards the
next project’s moment of birth.

NCAOYITTH N | N T | 040214

The Gym at the Hassan Arfa
School, Jaffa, 2014

Mediating between the School and Public Park,
the built and open spaces, and the various user
communities, most of the structure mass is
embedded in the ground while the roof overlooks
the promenade, forming the school playground.

NCArchitects.
Photos: Zeev Beech.
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What is the difference between art and
architecture?

As an artist, you are alone with your evolving
work until the final stages when it is revealed
to others. As an architect, your creation is
subject to change and outside influences as
it emerges.

Nir says you raise your children together
... Which of you is a full-time mom?

“Neither of us is full-time because architecture
is a demanding profession. So our 11-year-
old boy - brother to girls of 26 and 22 -
growing up alone... | have a work space at
home and Nir is primarily in the office.

How do you approach the design of a
building, who leads and why?

Nir is usually the initiator. He works on the
preliminary sketches and | come in at the
concept stage - commenting, changing,
and adding. In the end, something comes
together, and only then does it go to one of
the senior architects in the office for further
development. Division of responsibilities
between us is rather random. I'm more
responsible for administration, marketing and

2015 'R0 101 | N'7NIW NITDTX |
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communication with external bodies, where
| exploit my attraction to psychology. I'm
curious by nature and interested in meeting
new people. Nir likes to be allowed to sit
quietly in the office. That’s also probably part
of our survival together.

What was it like to design Porter, were
there conflicts, arguments, and control
issues?

There are projects when we argue from the
beginning, but in this contest, Nir worked on
the concept with Yasha Grobman and Joseph
Cory and | came in at the development stage.
Nir is a relaxed and peaceful character. But, if
you’re hinting at the other partners, | find that
brainstorming and discussions promote the
project and only improve it. For example, at
the moment we are submitting a competition
to the Inter-university Institute for Marine
Sciences in Eilat, There, the design began
with one sketch and ended with a completely
different structure.

What fascinates you most in the office
today?

We are fascinated by the subject of urban
renewal, a relatively new subject for us. We
find that working with the overall design of

Right page, bottom: Co|
Interuniversity Institute for Marine
Sciences in Eilat.

s

_This page: Competmon proposal for the de3|gn of The
“Ruppin Academic Center School of 4E
Marine Sciences.

NCArchitects, Gal Merom Archltects
Right page, top: Competition Proposal for the Mevuot
Hanegev Campus, Kibbutz Shoval, in collaboration with
_T.A. Architects and Iands;?pe architect Udi Binyamini.
p

etition Proposal for the
y 4

residential environments as the substance of
life, whose success depends on the interaction
between public and private domains, is
challenging and valuable. And to return to
music... Cat Stevens' question - “where will
the children play” - is more crucial to us than
debating the line of a single building.

Is there a chance the next generation will
continue?

“The older girls are still undecided about
their future - one is studying psychology,
and the other is getting ready to study visual
communication - graphics in a previous
incarnation. And the little one - he is folding
origami, drawing comics, and playing the
flute, maybe when he grows up he’ll be an
architect...

A thought-provoking moment in the life of
an architect?...

Even two...

The first: the building is at the final stage;
the cranes have been dismantled and the
concrete pumps have stopped coming. The
finishing teams are engaged in the final
finish, and you are still amused by the hope
for a better quality than what you'll actually
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bridge over

The completion of the Porter building for Environmental Studies at Tel Aviv
University has brought increased exposure for the three architectural firms
involved in its design after winning an international competition: Axelrod
Grobman Architects, Geotectura, and Chen Architects - a relatively young
office. This article is based on an interview with partners - Nili and Nir Chen.

“l arrived at the Faculty of Architecture at
the Technion in 1982 where | met Nili -
today my partner and mother of our three
children. Our prospect said nothing about
our work together, and after graduation in
1987, | started working in the office of Yaakov
Rechter, my final project supervisor and an
impressive mensch whose authority derived
from a deep and quiet place, in complete
contrast to the aggressive authority we are
used to. Later, | set up my own office with
architect Zvi Dunsky, where for seven years
we dealt mainly with public buildings and
offices in the high-tech industry. Nili, who
worked as a senior architect for Moshe Tzur,
joined me only eight years ago, forming the
present format of the office where we are
engaged in a wide variety of works.

How does a person get up one morning
and decide to become an architect?

My first contact with the world of architecture
came from a gramophone | received for my
Bar Mitzvah. The first record | bought was
Bridge over Troubled Water by Simon and
Garfunkel. Among the songs | heard over and
over again was a sort of lullaby - a beautiful
bossa nova called So Long Frank Lloyd
Wright. There was no Google then and, a
curious child, | went to the public library to
find out who this Frank Lloyd Wright was. The
library was exactly where the new wing of
the Tel Aviv Museum is located. The librarian
gave me a book, in which I soon found myself
astounded by the House on Falling Water. |
thought that the solitary house in the forest
“generated” by a waterfall was one of the
most beautiful things | had ever seen, mainly
because it was the total opposite of the grey
Tel Aviv of the 70s that surrounded me. | think
that Wright's ability to create such a powerful

connection between architecture and the
environment ingrained in me the need to
search perpetually for what does not exist in
a place, and should.

Do American architects speak to you?

Sometimes... about a year ago, Yasha
Grobman phoned to tell me that Thom Mayne
was visiting the Faculty of Architecture at the
Technion, and they were looking for someone
to accompany him on a tour of the new wing
of the Tel Aviv Museum. | was glad of an
opportunity to meet the founder of Morphosis
who, during the late 80s, helped save
the world of architecture from sinking into
postmodern madness. Morphosis, and other
offices that flourished in the early nineties, did
for architecture what Eric Clapton, Bob Dylan
and Jim Morrison did for music. When the taxi
stopped in front of the museum and Mayne
emerged - a tall, pleasant man - he shook my
hand and stood for a moment to scan with
interest the huge empty square on which
stood the impressive buildings of the Tel Aviv
Museum and municipal library. He gazed in
amazement at the military camp across the
street, and | think he was a little shaken by its
proximity to one of the main cultural centers
of Tel Aviv.

The Porter Building is probably the most
important building you have worked on.
How can three different architectural firms
manage to design one building?

Collaboration between firms is sometimes
problematic - a process that always involves
critical perspective, a desire to provide
creative solutions, trying to overcome conflicts
between the planners. For us it was a seminal
event. To such an extent that when we were

recently invited to take part in a competition
for an Education, Culture and Sports campus
on Kibbutz Shoval, we invited T.A. Architects,
a young firm whose two partners worked at
our firm. We won, and today enjoy working
together on the project.

Who's we, you and Nily?

There is a scene in the film Jungle Fever,
in which a black architect, after a talk with
his boss, understands that he will not be
promoted. He leaves and pointing at projects
hanging in the corridor, mutters: “That’s mine,
that's mine, and that’'s mine, too ..” The
owner of the firm ran after him, shouting, ego,
ego, ego... Architects really do have an ego
and a great tendency to say “I”...When Nili
and | say “we”, we don’t only mean us two.
We have an excellent team - most of them
are a generation younger than us, and their
positive energy has significant impact on our
work.

Nili, do you also play the gramophone?

| used to play the piano but | stopped because
| didn’'t have the patience to practice... so
I mainly painted, danced, and | was also a
scout... | grew up in the Carmel Center,
and when | had to decide what I'd do when
| grew up, | deliberated between art (in my
free time | did copper engraving and drawing)
and psychology. My Polish side (Hungarian
actually) pushed me in the direction of
“practical” architecture. | went to Bezalel for
the art... and distant, exotic Jerusalem away
from home... I'll never forget my mother’s
joy when | was told I'd been accepted. |
completed my architectural studies at the
Technion to receive a degree. At the time,
Bezalel studies were not accredited.

NCArchitects | architecture of israel 101 | May 2015 | page 43 english version



TN A AU

Ty \

:ﬂ_ gy c

ﬁ \\r

RV e
il \\\_‘._.. \..ﬂ\.

,\::\,\\ \\) \.

9121 N30 NIN'S AIUNX

<JID'IC
@@ 172 VY MY VY

o'mniy 110X "XIn
D'¥ITIN 02pNhn J01

ninmo

.CO.I1

050-5355565
vtonq



