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Top & middle: Winning entry for
redesigning the open space in Weizman
Street, Kfar Saba.

Architects: Ronnie Friedman and
Shoham Simchi from BE ARCHITECTS,
in collaboration with landscape
architects Rakefet Sinai and Osnat
Kaslassi Kotzer.

Below: Winning entry for the design

of the National Convention Centre in
Hanoi, Vietnam, gmp Architecten.
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Top: Zaha Hadid's Stadium in Tokyo - construction
cancelled due to high costs.

Below: The tower to be built in Jerusalem,

by Daniel Libeskind and Yigal Levi.
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Top: Three-dimensional photo by French artist,
Lirone, the image of which changes according to
the spectator’s angle of vision.

Below: Painting by Naama Berkovitz from the
exhibition “Not in One Day”.
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Top: “Calm Sea”, computer painting by Victor
Romano, from his exhibition “Life Cycle”.

Middle & below: Exhibits from the Ambiente
Exhibition to open in January 2016 at the
Frankfurt Fair.

Bottom right: Work by the Spanish artist, Jaime
Hayon, from the exhibition “Funtastico”
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The new Whitney Museum, meatpacking
district, Manhattan.

Renzo Piano Building Workshop in
collaboration with Cooper, Robertson &
Partners
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Top: The cover of the book

“If Architecture is a Language, a Building is a
Story” by architect Elli Armon.

Bottom: “In the Shadow of the Ethiopian
protest” - Ababa Mary's final project, School of
Communication, Ariel.
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When writing about the Arab Museum of
Contemporary Art in Sahnin (Al#102) we
failed to mention architect Abed Yassin,

our apologies Abed.

Construction of the Tokyo Olympic Stadium
has been cancelled due to prohibitive
costs. Japan Prime Minister, Shinzo Abe,
announced this two years after Zaha Hadid
won the tender. The dramatic decision is
puzzling, particularly due to the fact that
Hadid's design was an important factor in
Japan’s defeating Istanbul and Madrid in the
competition to host the 2020 Olympic Games.
Intended to seat about 80,000 spectators, the
stadium was planned to be built instead of
the National Olympic Stadium, constructed in
1964, near the gardens of the Meiji Shrine.
Hadid had promised that the building with
its convertible roof would become “a shrine
to the sports world for the next hundred
years”. But, the wave of criticism directed at
her, accompanied by epithets such as “bike
helmet”, “turtle” and “toilet seat”, have won
the day.

The Regional Building Committee has
approved the overall master plan for Tel Aviv -
TA /5000, after debating the many objections.

The Young Architects Association chamber
at the Architects Association claims that
the last licensing examination was not only
irrelevant in terms of its contents, but also
unfair, allowing the use of laptops in one of
the classrooms, when this was forbidden in
the remaining classrooms.

A 165 meter high tower is to be built on the
ruins of the Eden Cinema on Agrippas Street.
Designed by Daniel Libeskind and Yigal Levi,
the project has aroused (justified) public
opposition, particularly in light of the fact that
the building, shaped like the hat of an American
clown, was recommended by the Jerusalem
Conservation Committee. Collaborating with
Libeskind in the master plan for Ground
Zero, Yigal Levi was also the local architect
of the Calatrava Bridge - another joke of the
city decision makers, who still find this oddity
attractive. At the conference in opposition
to the structure organized by the Jerusalem
architects branch, Levi claimed that the real
height of the tower is not 165 meters, but only
118 meters, since the shpitz consists only of
support beams. Shpitz - an important detail...

Tel Aviv University has announced an
international design competition for a new
building at the Nanoscience and Technology

Center near one of the main gates. The new
building will include research laboratories
for the employment of 120 researchers.
The international competition will select
the company with the best concept, design
and realization plan, to be managed by the
Strelka KB Company. The first phase will see
the selection of 21 proposals, six of which will
reach the semi-finals, and three will compete
in the finals. The winning company will be
chosen after negotiations with the university
administration.

The Egyptian Ministry for Urban Renewal
and Informal Settlements announced a
competition for the design of the Maspero
Triangle in Cairo — a complex of 350 hectares
in the center of Cairo intended to house
14,000 inhabitants. http://goo.gl/QZRd24

The open competition for redesigning the
public space of Weizmann street, Kfar Saba,
was won by architects Ronnie Friedman and
Shoham Simchi and landscape architects
Rakefet Sinai, Osnat Kaslassi Kotzer, and
Shoham Kaslassi Levi. Second place went to
Einat Schiller. Yehuda Or Naimi received an
honorable mention. The winning plan aspired
to exploit the potential of the park designed in
the eighties by former city engineer Joseph
Kolodny and landscape architects Dan Zur
and Lipa Yahalom, while restoring the lost
dignity of Beit Sarah Aharonovitz, designed in
1928, and currently used as a WIZO building.

The exhibition “Not in One Day” presents
works by Avital Burg, Naama Berkovitz,
Eleanor Ray - who describe three random
scenes in the life story of a house, from
construction to a point where it stopped
serving as a home. Rothschild 69, Tel Aviv.

Curator: Architect Nini (Nissan) Warszawski.

The exhibition, Cycle of Life, presents the
work of artist Victor Romano. Making his
living for 40 years as a silk printer, he began to
express his artistic capabilities on computer.
Bat Yam Art Gallery. Curator Dr. Joel Yasur.

French artist, Lirone, creates 3D photographs
that change their appearance depending
on the spectator’s point of vision. Although
registering his patent in 2011, it seems to me
that Agam has been using similar methods for
forty years.

The exhibition Funtastico will present the
works of Spanish artist Jaime Hayon.
Holon Museum, 28/11/15 — 2/4/16.

Messe frankfurt 2016 will open in January
2016, at the Frankfurt Fairs. Annually

| G~

marking international trends in house facilities
industry, the event has become a meeting
place for manufacturers, buyers, distributors,
architects and designers. More than 4,800
companies from 95 countries, 23 of which are
Israeli.

Talbar Media, representatives of the Frankfurt
fairs in Israel, 077-5621900.

The new Whitney Museum in the meatpacking
district, Manhattan, is one of the most talked
about subjects in New York. Designed by
master of natural light - Renzo Piano whose
resume includes the Pompidou Center, in
collaboration with Richard Rogers. Situated
on Gaansevoort St., the building consists
of glass walls with contrasting exposed
concrete. Exhibition spaces are expanded
to open balconies from which one can view
the city landscape. The elevated building is
connected to the industrialized district and
the steel construction supporting the railway
upon which the High-Line Park was designed.
Reporting by architect Michal Rotem.

The famous Rainbow Tower in Milan has been
updated in the frame of Expo held during the
summer. Located near the Porta Garibaldi
close to the business quarter of Milan, the
building was covered with more than 100,000
ceramic tiles, restoring the original color of
the tower that served as a water tower for the
railway station during the sixties.

Renovation Architects: Francesco Roggero,
Albino Pozzi, Rita Alfano Roggero and Kiyoto
Ishimoto.

In the Shadow of the Ethiopian Protest - final
project by Ababa Marie from the Media and
Design Department at Ariel, includes traveling
photos of the Ethiopian community in Israel,
focusing on three key issues: the Ethiopian
Buna Ceremony (making coffee), traditional
dress, and the Amharic language.

Beautiful and moving.

The book, “If Architecture is a Language a
Building is a Story” describes and illustrates
the work of Beer Sheva architect Elli Armon.
Accompanied by spectacular photographs
Eli Armon practically demonstrates how
architects from the periphery successfully
cope with the architectural profession,
achieving heights on an international scale.
Valuable and worthwhile.

30% discount for Al subscribers.

That's it,
Yours, Rachel Ben Aharon - CEO Al
ruchi@netvision.net.il

2l Curiosity | Architecture of Israel 103 | November 2015 | page 47 english
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