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RWS office building, Assen,
The Netherlands.

Above: South facade.
Below: Drawing of north facade.
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The Netherlands.
This page: North facade at night.

s i i, T 4 SO o |

V/TTT. .___,ES. (T /TR i )

Right page: The courtyard in the west

with the ground floor plan.

RWS office building,

Assen
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RWS office building, Assen,

The Netherlands.

Built along the lines of sustainability, the
Rijkswaterstaat construction and road
maintenance headquarters is protected to

the south by a massive asphalt and concrete
wall, protecting it from the nearby noisy road.
Rainwater drips from the roof covering it with
moss, thereby expressing the company essence
and the green concept. In the north, a wooden
trellis opens the office to the scenery while
cladding the interior with filtered light. A timber
floor, which serves as the ceiling for the floor

below, allows a controlled airflow, while the roof

is covered with solar panels - all entitled to the
structure grade A in the Greencalc standard for

green planning.

Above: Asphalt and concrete wall of the south
facade express the nature of the company.
Below, and right page, top: Impact of the
mantle on the office spaces on the first floor.
Drawing: Section through the building explaining

the climatic reference.
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Ichthus Academy,
Rotterdam, The
Netherlands.

Surrounded by office and residential
blocks from the seventies’ not far from the
city center, the redesign of a department
space consists of several bays interrupted
by service facilities. Most of the effort

was invested in creating an interesting
interior, using a ribbon-like tunnel made
of glazed panels illuminated from behind.
The element separates the office from the
three classrooms, giving them unique and
coherent meaning.

This page: The ribbonlike lounge
and office space.
Right page: passage to office space.
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Dragspelhuset, Ovre gla,
Sweden.

Interior - view over waterfall towards
the lake, with drawing on the right page
showing floor plan with minimal and
maximum configurations.
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An extension to a house,
OVRE GLA, Sweden

Built in the late 18th century, the house is
located in the nature reserve of Glaskogen
near the lake. Resembling a butterfly
cocoon, the extension is made of double
walls and can be opened like wings in

the summer. Thus, boundaries limited by
regulations can expand towards the river
bank, shrinking back to their original size in
the winter. The amorphous building is made
of red cedar shingles while the interior is
made of pine wood coated with reindeer fur
for insulation, in accordance with the Sami
tradition in Northern Scandinavia.

This page: interior view of kitchen and
dining area.
Right page: The living area.

PRl 2015 'xn 101 | 7w ni7o IR | 24H Architecture naizizn ninnw




&) B
T T
[ [
[ [
[ [
[ [
[ [
[ [
[ [
[ [
[
[
[
‘ 777777 o Lo
r i
\\ [
\
| \ |
N [
| \ |
N
[ N [
P20 I > ~ I
v —— I

080+

balustrade.

20604
[

TA7I0 INTT 7000 [N N

N1iN1 DOX D'01 7Y N121W '019N NN
vIn'y 7y DOIAN ,N'A72 7122 7Y NMI0ON
N IN{772W DININ ATAHI DPNIN0 NINY72

121220 [IT'R X1 'TIDN ANV YD N1ann
NN 2 NINDANDA ,NITA YYD NITIAY DY
D'DYAN 'D DX 'T YYD - Yy qIX1a
n77¥01,0'NIN'WA NNTNYT7 D'7X10 DNANIN
N'NINN NINNA NO'7W NIYWOKRD N'NA'T
AMIRD ATN7 DRNN2

/ raso
o

e — — — — — g«

24H Architecture | architecture of israel 101 | May 2015 | page 75 english version



Villa van Heurck, Cadzand,
The Netherlands.

This page: West facade.
Right page: North-west facade.
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Villa van Heurck, Cadzand,
The Netherlands.

Built on the foundations of an historic barn for a Belgium owner,
the house is made of prefabricated walls and recycled materials
taken from the old structure. Modern design creates a styled
balance with the wood work, which, inter alia, finds expression in
artistic flooring. Dynamic shading devices are meant to achieve
thermal comfort according to the weather, and harvested rainwater
is used for a grey water system.

Top, two pages: Impact of shading device on the living area.
Below: Artwork on floor detail.
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24H Architecture

the art of

Bonnie Evans

ecology

One of the problematic aspects of the Internet era in terms of architecture is the sharp
transition from content to image. It began with the saying “one picture is worth a thousand
words”, passing to “one YouTube video is worth a thousand pictures”, while everyone
knows that one encounter with reality is often worth more than a thousand YouTube videos.
Much has been said about content that gets lost behind misconceiving, beautiful computer-
designed envelopes (Al# 94) in buildings that don’t always take into account the envelope’s
impact on the interior. And when it does, the single-parametric effect takes over a variety of
multi-parametric user requirements, most of which don'’t necessarily have a visual image.

An equally disconcerting phenomenon is
the amount of visual information flooding the
network, from puzzling videos that catch the
eye every time one opens a Facebook page,
to Photoshop retouch that eliminates all the
“grey” spots from actual reality in marketing
presentations. In such an embarrassing
situation, architectural design is in constant
competition to reinvent itself, more accurately,
in a constant process of re-branding itself.
If, before, architectural style changed on
average every thirty, forty years, today, it
changes every time a new architectural firm
opens, with only a few of them bearing a real
didactic message.

The Dutch firm, 24H Architecture, was
established 15 years ago in Rotterdam (on
01.01.01 for luck...) by two graduates from
Delft University - Boris Zeisser (47) and
Maartje Lammers (53). Before opening the
firm, they both worked in several world-
renowned offices, like Erick van Egeraat,
Rem Koolhaas and Mecanoo. The unique
combination between what they learned there
and their romantic excitement at what nature
can do has done well and the staff today
numbers 16 members. Gradually becoming
known worldwide, H24 works under the title
Art d'eco (the art of ecology) - a variation of
the eclectic Art Deco style that developed in
France after World War I, in response to the
drab reality of industrial products.

However, in marked contrast to the French
style based on geometry and decorative
color, the objective of H24 is to reinforce
the ecological beauty of the environment,
using organic compositions with natural
materials. Not new, and a little reminiscent
of Art Nouveau that was based on organic
content, but it attracts attention in that,

unlike the fantastic envelope structures
created by the computer, the almost romantic
involvement of Boris and Maartje, reflects the
close relationship between form and content.
And, in each of their buildings, the imagistic
envelope enhances the interior. Naturally,
all this is in a sustainable state of the art
framework.

The two founders and partners of H24
architecture - Boris Zeisser (left) and
Maartje Lammers.
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