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Left page, top: Overlooking democracy-
skylights in the Supreme Court corridor.
Architects: Ada Karmi-Melamede,

Ram Karmi, 1986.

Below: The notice sent in 1985 to about 160
participants in a public competition for the
Supreme Court design, indicating the four
winners - Roni Seibert with Marcel Klugman,
Hillel Schocken with Uri Shaviv, Kolker-Kolker-
Epstein, and David Shalev. The four were
allowed to join six invited participants -
Richard Meier, Moshe Safdie,

Ricardo Legorreta, Yakov Rechter,

Ada Karmi-Melamede and Ram Karmi -

the winners who finally designed the building.
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The four winning entries at the public stage of the 1985 Supreme Court competition.
Above: Roni Seibert and Marcel Klugman’s proposal.

Below: Kolker-Kolker-Epstein’s proposal.

Right page, top: Hillel Schocken and Uri Shaviv’s proposal.

Right page, bottom: David Shalev’s proposal
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The Gutman Museum and Writers' House,
Tel Aviv.

The massive restoration and reconstruction of the
Shulman family house, built in 1887, on Rokach
Street, Neve Tzedek, brought architect Roni Seibert
several awards. The building was occupied by the
editorial board of "Hapoel Hatzair" paper between
1907 - 1914, and its editor - Josef Aharonowitz and
writers’ Yosef Haim Brenner and Deborah Baron
lived there.

Conservation architect: Roni Seibert.
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Meditek, Holon, 2004

Consisting of a library, a theater and a
cinematheque, the building was consider®
the time an innovative milestone symbolizing
the beginning of the transition from printed to
digital libraries.

Interior design: Architect Roni Seibert.
Architects: Baruch - Solomon Architects
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Top, from right to left: Architects Ofer Kolker,
Randy Epstein and Amir Kolker.

Below: Residential complex at the Training-
Base Town south of Beersheba.

Left page: Foreign Ministry building,
Jerusalem, inaugurated in 2003 and in 2004
declared by the AIA among The 10 Best
Buildings.

Architects: Kolker-Kolker-Epstein with
Canadian firm A.J. Diamond.
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Ha-Aretz Printing Plant, e N\
Ko s (T

Occupying 18,000 sqm. the building is one of I

the largest and most progressive printing plants
in Israel.

% %EIIRY %

Architect: Hillel Schocken.
Project architect: Jeremy Kargon.
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Truro Courts of Justice, Truro Cornwall 1988

Top: The building amongst the hills.
Bottom: The entrance facade.
Left page: The Public hub.

Evans & Shalev Architects
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The Tate Gallery, St. Ilves
Cornwall,1993

Top: The main gallery.

Movement sequence is from 1 to 6, around a central
sculpture courtyard 7.

Right page: The building as seen from the bay.

Evans & Shalev Architects
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Jesusa -1 Quincentenary n"so
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top: Architect David Shalev in the courtyard.

bottom:

Right page,

The reading area.

Right page,

Evans & Shalev Architects
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1986 supreme court
competition

winners

Bonnie Evans

Where have they gone

In February 1986, Yad Hanadiv Foundation released the names of the four winning firms in the
public competition stage for the Supreme Court design. The four were invited to join the 6 invited
architects for the second stage. Ultimately, none of them designed the only Israeli institution
that (still) symbolizes democracy. This, due to the fact that the foundation which helped to
finance the building traditionally maintains a discriminatory policy towards local architects, and
the outrageous events that accompanied the National Library competition in Jerusalem is only

further proof of this.

Established by the Rothschild family in
1958, Yad Hanadiv took part in financing
major democratic buildings, such as the
Knesset; the Supreme Court; Educational
Television; the Open University; the Center
for Educational Technology (CET); HEMDA
Science Education; MANOF Youth Village,
Jerusalem; Music Center in Mishkenot
Sha’ananim; Institute for Advanced Studies,
Technion; Water Research Institute; Fund for
Health and Environment; The Israeli Institute
for School Leadership; GuideStar NGO'’s;
and, as mentioned, the National Library.
Unfortunately, this fact only "assisted" the
foundation to become a symbol of non-
democratic capital/governing relations.

The Supreme Court was ultimately designed
by Ram Karmi and his sister Ada Karmi
Melamede. However, the choice of the four
winners proved itself, as each went on to gain
an impressive professional career.

The Jerusalem architectural firm of KKE,
founded in 1982 by Amir Kolker, Ofer Kolker,
and Randy Epstein, currently rank eight in
size in Israel. The firm that also operates from
a Tel Aviv branch includes 57 employees, as
well as three young partners. The firm has
been among the finalists of every competition
in which it participated - in some coming first,
the most important of which was the Foreign
Office complex - ranked in 2014 by the AIA
as one of the "Ten Best Buildings" in the
world. The firm served as local architect for
A.J. Diamond in the design for the Jerusalem
Municipality, as well as for Frank Gehry in the
original design of the Museum of Tolerance
in Jerusalem. KKE has been involved in the
design of many neighborhoods, including the
new Northwest Tel Aviv quarter.

Professor Hillel Schocken — architect and
a sworn theorist who opposes the ills of
suburbia - designed a number of worthwhile
projects, among them the Science Museum
in Jerusalem (with Ari Avrahami) the Haaretz
Printing Plant in Tel Yitzhak, the entrance
gate structure to the Western Wall (with Moni
Lombroso), display spaces at the Tower of
David Museum (with Ari Avrahami), Minicom
Building in Har Hotzvim, Jerusalem, the Youth
Village at the Hebrew University campus, and
a detailed master plan for the Water Tower in
a Bet Shemesh neighborhood.

During the eighties’, Schocken was the chief
architect of the Jerusalem Foundation. Then
he taught at Bezalel, the Technion, and Tel
Aviv University where, until six years ago,
he served as head of the Azrieli School
of Architecture. In 2000, he curated the
exhibition at the Israeli Pavilion in the Venice
Architecture Biennale, where he presented
his urban theory entitled “Anonymous
Intimacy”. Schocken participated in several
design competitions, among them the new
wing at the Tel Aviv Museum, the Bezalel
Campus, Camp Rabin (in collaboration with
his life partner, Efrat Beredjik), and the Prime
Minister’s office, in collaboration with Daniel
Asayag, in which he was a finalist but, due
to some administrative problems, he did not
plan it

Roni Seibert studied architecture in ltaly,
completing his studies at the Technion, and
second degree studies in theater lighting
design at Tel Aviv University. An active
architect, he won the Council prize for the
design and conservation of the Gutman
Museum and the Writers' House in Neve
Tzedek, and second prize in the Landscape

Category of the Project of the Year
International Competition, with his La Guardia
Interchange in Tel Aviv, in partnership with
architects Zvika Tamari and David Eran.

Seibert participated in several competitions,
winning first place in an invited competition
for the design of a teacher training center
in Eilat, the Agam Museum, Rishon Lezion,
in partnership with architect David Nofar,
a public competition for the Town Square
complex in Petach Tikva, and an invited
competition for the Savyon cultural center in
partnership with Architect Shraga Arnon.

David Shalev is the (seemingly) unknown
figure in the competition but has a no less
interesting story. Graduating from the
Technion in 1960, he began working at Dov
Carmi’s firm and, in 1963, moved to London
where he taught at the AA. Two years later
he joined Eldred Evans and together they
founded Evans and Shalev Architects, in
the framework of which they designed The
Truro Courts of Justice and the Tate Gallery
in Cornwall and the Library in Jesus College
Cambridge.

Shalev served as professor of architecture
at Bath University, as well as an external
examiner in the formative stages of the
Department of Architecture at Wizo, Haifa,
and was also a popular lecturer in Berlin,
Dortmund in Germany, and Lausanne in
Switzerland..
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on the horizon between dream and reality

One of the most “thrilling” posts | recently read on Facebook was from someone who got the point and
decided to implement in real life what he’d “learned” from the net. He started to offer friendship to everyone,
and if she refused he began to “follow” her, click her “like” with his toe, invite her to share, send her smilies,
kisses, and hearts, tell her she was his coochie...

The question of who needs Facebook at all was recently answered when the number of users eceeded
2,600,000,000 - something like all the Indians and Chinese together, or all the nonsense that crosses our
mind, including dreams, desires, disappointments and lies that frustrated politicians feed us. In fact it is all
about the need to belong and be present in the virtual world that randomly alters, like everything else, apart
from what is determined by god - and this is exactly the constant subject my brother Udi and | discuss every
evening on the boat as we row to the horizon between dream and reality.

The coochie dreamer from the Facebook is sitting today in the same cell with
that Katsav who became president. But we’re left with all the bad thoughts
about demolishing the Supreme Court, the gas monopoly, and stupid decisions
of corrupt MKs members who stank, and those yet to stink.

One unrealistic dream is that of Tel Aviv’s Municipality for an underground train
network under and above the inhabitants, who will have to suffer for six to
twenty years, forgetting the 2.5 billion NIS that NTA has “drawn” from their
pocket.

NTA was founded in 1997 by the Ministry of Transport to represent the state
against the competing entrepreneurs for the Tel Aviv metropolis underground
job. However, If the 2.5 billion NIS went only to planning, we are talking about
a project of NIS 100 billion at least, not to mention compensation, investment in
alternative solutions, unimaginable financial damage to residents, and stealing.
Unfortunately, many of those inhabitants will not survive to see the wonder, and
by the time the work is done, we will probably be able to travel anywhere by
Google, with intermediate stations on Facebook and, with a little bit of luck - on
fun dating sites, where all are still beautiful, young, spontaneous, with a sense
of humor, or common sense.

It’s really important you don’t get the impression that I'm complaining. After all |
personally live on the periphery of the metropolis, and here in Herzeliya, the old trains, stopping the traffic
every five minutes, are no more than second hand childhood memories.

Despite all the Gay stabbers and church burners that come from our ranks (we have no control over the
others) | would like to point out something positive and surprising: there is no connection whatsoever
between trains, geographical remoteness from the Tel Aviv “monopoly”, residents’ average income -
and level of education (and, | assume, of culture too). Fact - the Druze village of Beit Jann located near
Mount Meron, ranked first in the country as eligible for matriculation, although the school building has no
architectural gimmicks, the access road to the largest Druze village in the country was built only in 1955,
and the houses were connected to the water network only in 1966, not to mention that the only train to
pass a few dozen kilometers away was the Turkish Valley Railway at the beginning of the previous century.

And yes, | am aware of the fact that Architecture of Israel is about architecture, design, and environment,
and this is exactly what I'm talking about, correct me if I'm wrong.

By the way, former Tel Aviv City Engineer, 81 year old architect Israel Goodovitch said that “worst case,
we've lost ten to twenty years of our lives".

Architect Dr. Ami Ran
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