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Balnarring beach house
Mornington Peninsula,
Australia

Living areas arranged around U shaped
courtyard.

Architect: Simon Couchman
Photographer: Christine Francis.
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Balnarring beach house
Mornington Peninsula,
Australia

Above: Kitchen and dining room.

Left: Skylight and low window in the bathroom
create a sense of being in nature, without
compromising on privacy.

Architect: Simon Couchman
Photographer: Christine Francis.
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Balnarring beach house
Mornington Peninsula,
Australia

The U shaped courtyard designed for all
seasons and daily activities.

Architect: Simon Couchman
Landscape Design: Fiona Brockhoff.
Photographer: Christine Francis
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Balnarring beach house
Mornington Peninsula,

Australia

Designed for a family of three generations, the
structure allows an integrative space between
the tenants, yet maintains their privacy.

Like water that is softly directed by various
elements to the desired spaces, the living areas
are organized around a U shaped courtyard
designed for all seasons and daily activities.
Thus, a perforated metal screen blocks the high
summer sun, while allowing penetration of the
low winter sun.

Dynamic relations between the various spaces
and the yard are regulated by sliding walls -
doors, windows, and a folding partition.

Wooden terraces and a seating area with a
built-in barbecue are designed to create a warm
intimate atmosphere.

A glazed corridor linking the entrance to the
family wing and rear living areas with a free-
standing spine wall concealing the smaller
private courtyard, approachable only through
the master bedroom and study.

Architect: Simon Couchman
Landscape Design: Fiona Brockhoff.
Photographer: Christine Francis



