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FujiwaraMuro Architects

House in Nada, Kobe, Japan

Located on a 37 sg. m. site in the residential
district of Kobe, the house demonstrates a
compact vertical design, which nonetheless
maintains all components of the traditional
Japanese house. This, while maintaining
horizontal continuity through furnishing
elements along the three floors. Rising the full
height of the space, the heart of the house is
illuminated by a skylight that can be opened
for ventilation. Despite the very limited space,
the house contains a small storage unit under
the ground floor, and in the front - a garage
sufficient for a small urban vehicle.

The ground floor includes an entrance, a
bathroom with an extended drainage deck and
toilet. The living area - kitchen, living room
and dining corner - is on the second floor, and
on the third floor - master-bedroom with two
children’s rooms overlooking the central space.
Since local building standard requires anti-
flammable materials, the wooden structure was
treated for fire delay, thereby preserving the
spirit of a traditional timber house.

FujiwaraMuro Architects
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House in Sayo
Hyogo district, Japan

FujiwaraMuro Architects
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House in Sayo
Hyogo district, Japan

The relatively cheap site - at the edge of a
former supermarket parking lot, was within
reach of the owners — a Buddhist preacher,
his wife, a clerk, and their two children. They
requested a simple compact home with no
need for privacy either internally or externally.
This was seen by the architects as an
opportunity to reinterpret the traditional home
where the space changes its configuration
according to time of day. Thus, for instance,
the children's room, located in the corridor,
can be used as a seating area; the dining
corner also serves as a study, and the living
room can be adapted according to the nature
of family activities. Since both husband

and wife work, the open space is meant to
enhance family interaction, each using the
space as they please, yet knowing they are
not alone. The rooms are arranged along a
connecting corridor, ending in a living space.
Morphologically, this arrangement creates
self-shading during the summer, while, heating
each room separately for electricity saving in
winter.

FujiwaraMuro Architects
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house in honoura, tokushima, japan

FujiwaraMuro Architects
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House in Honoura, Tokushima, Japan

Located in the heart of an agricultural area, the house
is "exempt" from the presence of strangers. In an

open and liberated atmosphere, the ever-changing
climate is the most significant event and therefore
taken into account as a major design factor. A number
of hills constructed from waste building materials were
designed to give depth to the flat rice paddies. Each hill
was adopted by a family member and planted with the
vegetation of his choice. Scattered around the living
area, which includes a kitchen, dining and family room,
are bedrooms that can be opened for expansion. Thus,
all spaces change in accordance with daily activities
and benefit from different views of the landscape.

FujiwaraMuro Architects
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House in Muko, Kyoto

FujiwaraMuro Architects
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House in Muko, Kyoto

Living space including the kitchen and the
master bedroom in one space.

FujiwaraMuro Architects
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House in Muko, Kyoto, Japan

Located in a renovated neighborhood with a
rebellious denial of traditional South-West Kyoto,
the house challenges the issue of privacy, through
a permeable envelope and open space division.
Its position on top of a hill, it’s unusual, even
extreme form even enhances its exposure

to passers-by. The solution — angled slats in
accordance with sun rays on one hand, and
calculated location of interior functions on the
other. This ensures penetration of sun in the
winter and filtered light in the summer. Privacy is
regulated with coated lattice glass, reminiscent of
the semi-transparent effect of traditional rice paper
partitions. The three-storey structure contains on
the lower level - kitchen, master bedroom and living
room flowing into each other. At the bottom of the
upper level is an open play room and above it the
bathroom overlooking a nearby bamboo grove. In
the absence of a courtyard, the roof serves as a
playground with a pool and a dining table. In the
evening, when the house is illuminated from the
inside, the sculptural effect is enhanced

This page: Bathroom located upstairs above the
playroom.

Left page, top: Yoshio Muro and his partner
Shintaro Fujiwara (below).

Bottom: Each using the space as they please,
family members are still aware of each other's
presence.

FujiwaraMuro Architects
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a store room (Oshiire), a central courtyard
(Niwa), often serves as an intermediate
space between levels, and an access path
(Roji) that serves as an access to the tea
ceremony, variations of which today serve
as a means for protecting the privacy of
residents who live mainly in private houses
built in crowded urban spaces.

The 4 houses illustrating this article were
designed by the FujiwaraMuro Architects, a
firmfoundedin 2002 by two young architects
from Osaka, Japan. The two - Shintaro
Fujiwara and Muro Yoshio met during their
studies at the Kinki (Kindai) University,
Osaka, and within a decade have managed
to rouse international interest, winning many
prizes. Adopting the slogan "We focus on
designing small homes with great views,"
they demonstrate unconventional solutions
based on impossible starting points, while
re-interpreting traditional components of
the Japanese house - which strangers
might perceive as a complete disruption
of spatial logic, partly as a result of their
vertical design focusing on the section
scale, rather than on the horizontal plan.

In an internet interview, they remark that
the reason for their successful partnership
is that: "two heads think better than one".
What makes the result unique is that the
starting point is usually an unconventional
one, and we try to do anything we believe
others wouldn't.

"We don’t balk at any job and try to get
the most out of the minimal budget of our
clients. This allows us to experiment with a
large quantity of small projects, while other
offices may strive to focus on a smaller
number of large projects."

The urban environment where you
“plant” your structures also, by the way,
reveals acute infrastructure problems
that could contradict the image of the
advanced Japanese architecture -
exposed electric and telephone cables,
water and sewage pipes - childhood
diseases that the western world has
long attempted to cure...

"For an outsider it is difficult to assess
correctly Japanese architecture that stems
first of all from lack of residential solutions
and the fact that urban land is very
expensive, despite outdated infrastructure.
Therefore , whoever looks at our buildings
is likely to think that something has gone

wrong with architectural logic — particularly
with regard to space division inside the
house. But the fact is that as a result of our
intervention clients are satisfied and their
property value is significantly rising”.

In your vision statement you say “we
design small homes with great views”.
What do you actually mean by great
views?

“The intention is of course not only natural
or urban landscape, but also and especially
the human environment. A building without
people is not architecture.

"The art of design is to change perspective
on life. For example, when viewing children
at play, the house takes on new meaning”.
In general, the nature of the client and his
wishes must be understood before starting
the design... and this is true for any project
we’ve been involved in - a store, office,
medical clinic, showroom, beauty salon,
tea house, kindergarten and even a dog
kennel”.
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the logic behind | vertical versus

in front above

and below

Dr. Hillit Mazor

Knocking on the door of an apartment in Israel, one knows
that when it opens one can peep into the living room. If there is
a verandabh, it will be located at the far end; near the entrance
is a toilet; the kitchen to the right or left; and a corridor leads to
the bedrooms — the furthest of which is the master bedroom.
The rationale: the Israeli living room is informal in nature and
therefore devoid of any privacy dimension. An additional toilet
in the apartment should be accessible to guests so they don’t
have to “intrude” on the family bathroom. The master bedroom
is located at the farthest end from the entrance because it is
considered the most intimate function in the home, and in
accordance with Space Syntax Theory, it should be spatially

expressed by remoteness.

In a Muslim traditional house, one usually
enters a central space around which the
other rooms are scattered. However, not
before going through a transition zone that
distances it from the outside - and in the
case of a private house - a front yard with
gate and garden. The roof is usually flat and
utilized for various functions for which there
is no space inside - from clothes lines to a
place for wives' communication. Rationale:
A development of the Mediterranean
courtyard house, the arrangement is still
suitable for the owner’s control of his family,
allowing the addition of necessary rooms
for an expanding family. All this, while
maintaining strict privacy by separation
from the outside.

In a suburban American house, one first
encounters an entrance hall, then the
dining room, from which one can reach
the living room and other rooms that are
not necessarily grouped in one place.
A driveway leads to a closed parking,
separated from the house by a utility room
from which there is direct access to the
kitchen, which opens into the dining room
and from there into the living room and

the rest of the house. The bedrooms are
usually located on the top floor reached
via a staircase located in the lobby. From
the living room one can go into a backyard
with a lawn, built-in barbecue, and often
a swimming pool. Rationale: functional
comfort based on car use and an extensive
built area mapping out routine daily
activities.

The English house, a hybrid of the
Victorian "masters and servants" and
modern American convenience, is still
based on a symbolic establishment of
obsolete functions - such as Frontroom,
Greatroom, Breakfast room, Parlour
etc. Within this, there are five common
residential configurations (almost like
Israel): The cottage that contains two to
three levels; the single-storey bungalow;
a common apartment in a residential
building; the studio - an open space that
includes seating, bedroom, kitchen, and
bathroom; and the bedsit - one room in a
divided apartment — an effective capsule
which, despite the limited space, consists
of several functions including the symbolic
ones.

horizontal

At any rate, to reach the heart of the
common English house one must pass
through several transition spaces, some
of which are the result of a large house
being divided into several small units. The
entrance to the apartment is always made
remote via a small hallway that separates
the cold outside from a heated interior.
Each room is assigned a defined space:
the dining area is usually a family meeting
place; the family room where one can dream
in front of the TV - is categorically distinct
from the official drawing room, or a guest
room adjacent to the master bedroom;
and the study, usually used as a kind of
a refuge. Rationale: typical adherence to
social values that preserve the English
societal characteristics, combined in a very
limited way with functions that facilitate well
being, depending on available space.

Japan has gone through an accelerated
westernization process during the last fifty
years - one that has created a fruitful tension
between traditional life patterns and the
most advanced construction technologies
in the world. Despite the clean, simple
and restrained design line maintained to
this day, traditional symbols are still an
important factor in the Japanese house.
In terms of finishing materials — the timber
structure that maintains certain flexibility
for withstanding frequent earthquakes (as
opposed to concrete) - is still in use, along
with clay roof tiles, tatami mats for covering
floors, and semi-transparent, movable
partitions for dynamic space division.

At the center of the house still stands a
multi-purpose table that serves as a family
meeting place. Since the walls are not
meant to bear weight, they are usually
made of light materials both inside and out -
plywood, gypsum, or insulating panels that
can be opened for ventilation in the summer.
The flexible space organization includes
living space (Ima), a formal entrance space
also used for removing and leaving shoes,
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