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The Cloud House

The corridor leading to the bedrooms in the
renovated original section, as seen from
the kitchen.

|
McBride Charles Ryan







Extended and renovated double-fronted
Edwardian house that has seen several
modifications and additions during the last
century.

The story of the house is told in three episodes:
the original, gradually evolved building which
faces the street, and contains the bedrooms;

the new addition at the back containing the living
area; and the red box-like structure containing
the kitchen bridging between them.

Alandmark in the eclectic neighborhood, the
unusual cloud-shaped addition grants the interior
a dramatic design language where walls merge
with the floor and ceiling.

McBride Charles Ryan
Project team: Rob McBride, Debbie-Lyn Ryan,
Marie Chen, Cathryn Panaterri, Ben Inman,
Gabriella Muto
Photographer: John Gollings
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Cloud House North Fitzroy Victoria, Australia
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The Klein Bottle House

The living room porch resembling a
bottle-neck.

Right page: The entrance.

McBride Charles Ryan
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The Klein Bottle House
The living room at the top of the stairs
viewed from the porch overlooking the garden.

McBride Charles Ryan
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The Klein Bottle House

Top: Based on Klein's bottle (below), the plan
revolves around a central courtyard surrounded
by an elegant staircase.

Right page: The black walls frame and
highlight the natural surroundings.

McBride Charles Ryan

2012 DOIIX | 90 N'7RIY NITIVTN |




”{npan nn”

INP'Z NN NNINI 120 NN N120NN NODLYNN
NN 7027 (N7¥1D 'T) |1'0" )IN,NIANN N2
MI7122

[N D7IN'Y 2D

SOUTH ELEVATION

| architecture of israel 90 | august 2012 | page 75 english version



2012 DONIX | 90 N'7NIY NITITN |

The Klein Bottle House
Mornington Peninsula
Victoria, Australia

Situated on the dunes of the peninsula,

the design of this holiday house was based on
Felix Klein's claim, which suggested in 1882,
that the combination of two Mébius Loops would
create a bottle containing itself.

What began as a spiral, origami like structure,
has developed into a unique plan revolving
around a central courtyard surrounded (like
Klein's bottle) by an elegant staircase.

The black walls of the multi-facade mantle frame
and highlight the natural surroundings, extending
the boundaries of the house, awarded in 2009
the title "The Best House in the World" in the
framework of the World Architecture Festival in
Barcelona.

McBride Charles Ryan
Project team: Drew Williamson, Fang Cheah
photographer: John Gollings
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The Letterbox House
The timber finishing, meant to express the
modest, informal beach atmosphere.

McBride Charles Ryan

Design team: Rob McBride, Debbie-Lyn
Ryan, Adam Pustola, Meredith Dufour,
Michael McManus,Angela Woda,
Matthew Borg, Fang Cheah, Flynn Lewer
Photos: John Gollings
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The Letterbox House Blairgowrie Victoria, Australia

"...like a giant, multi-sensory organ", the
house, which stemmed from the image of a
letterbox, demonstrates the strong contrast
between its diminished western fagcade and the
very long southern one.

Located on a hill overlooking the beach, this
side was designed to absorb the sun, the sky,
the breeze and the sound and smell of the sea.

Natural finishing materials and a concealed
entrance are meant to express the free,
informal beach atmosphere, while the vivid red
beams inside grant the house a formal order,
resembling the rigid skeleton of a ship.

McBride Charles Ryan

Design team: Rob McBride, Debbie-Lyn
Ryan, Adam Pustola, Meredith Dufour, Michael
McManus,Angela Woda, Matthew Borg,

Fang Cheah, Flynn Lewer

Photos: John Gollings - GollingsPidgeon
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The Dome House

Originally chosen by the team to be a "perfect,
protective dome", parts were gradually subtracted
during the design process, in order to create

a variety of convenient and amiable domestic
spaces.

McBride Charles Ryan
Project team: Rob McBride,
Debbie-Lyn Ryan, Jamie McCutcheon, - - ||
Lisa Cummings, Fang Cheah, ’ )
Adam Pustola.

Photos: GollingsPidgeon
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The Dome House
Hawthorn Victoria, Australia

The home of a single, middle-aged artist with

a large family and circle of friends who often
stay over. Originally chosen by the team to be a
"perfect, protective dome", parts were gradually
subtracted during the design process, in order
to create a variety of convenient and amiable
domestic spaces.

In line with that, the old oak tree, the adjacent
Victorian Mansion and the special location on a
hill-top which sweeps into the valley below, were
brought into the house to soften the massive
dome structure.

Rainwater collected from the copper clad roof is
stored in tanks under the south desk to be used
for irrigation, water is heated by solar energy, and
double glazing maximizes energy efficiency.

McBride Charles Ryan

Project team: Rob McBride, Debbie-Lyn Ryan,
Jamie McCutcheon, Lisa Cummings,

Fang Cheah, Adam Pustola,

Photos: John Gollings - GollingsPidgeon
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Penleigh and Essendon Grammar School ,"|ITION TIX 719" TID! D"

Victoria, Australia - Junior Boys Building D"1A |'2 - 2'7700IX , NNV
Begun in an ltalianate mansion on a windy hill, today 'N'NYD1ON 190N N'A 7Y [IYNRIN NIANN
the school occupies several buildings in a public N2TTN2 .NY22N WX 7Y AXIY 770N [IDTIX
housing area. Made of two stories, the new building 0I> W7IN XINY TY ,NDWN 20N NND 17 1901
on Nicholson Street silhouettes the neighboring N7 i7ayn'7 07NN NANNNY7 .07W {7172 19 7Y
church and its urban surroundings. UTN NN NIYXYHNRI NYDOY N'HDTN 1900
The chimney-like skylight penetrates sunlight, NNTN [I071{7' 21NN 7Y NINIFZN 'NY |2 120
serving also as a means of natural air circulation. TN 'MA Y71 7Y ,NdINDN N'D1dN 7w V77N

RaTeDh)

Inside the classrooms, the unique roof section,
accentuated with texture colors, turns the
conventional, boring classrooms into an amiable
place of study.

ANIFZA NIMIDY NINXN NFZO0NN N'DINN
MI'7yn ANIFA |NTON7 NIYWOXN ,MINNNN
022NN NI'0IDYW NX7 ,0'WA9NY7 77ND wnwY7
.NNDAIN D'DYN

McBride Charles Ryan
Project team: Rob McBride, Debbie-Lyn Ryan,
Benedikt Josef, Amelia Borg, Natasha Maben.
Brief + Design

Photos: John Gollings - GollingsPidgeon
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McBride
Charles
Ryan
Architects

Bonnie Evans

what

The varying dialogue between form and function reflects the ever changing codes of planning
throughout history. The most extreme example is the bondage of modern architecture to the
slogan : Form (always) Follows Function. Dominating architecture almost until the end of the 20th
century, the idea was coined in 1852 by Horatio Greenough, who compared architecture to an
organism, whose structure should only express its functional elements - such as wings for flying,
eyes for seeing, legs for walking and arms for executing tasks. However, already then, when
simultaneously, Darwin’s theory of evolution was published - it was clear that organic structures
do not only express crucial functions but also "redundant” ones, like beauty, color and texture.

The organic idea was blindly adopted by several
American architects, the most prominent being
Louis Sullivan - leader of the Chicago School,
and his follower Frank Lloyd Wright, who
succeeded in spreading the concept all over
the world. As a result, modern architecture was
crowned "international".

This functional mode of thinking was fanatically
expressed in 1908 by the Austrian architect
Adolf Loos, who declared that "ornaments in
architecture was a crime” - a claim accepted
as words of god by the founders of modernism:
Gerrit Rietveld, leader of the De Stijl in Holland,
le-Corbusier in Swiss, Alvar Aalto in Finland,
Walter Gropius who founded the Bauhaus in
Germany and, of course, Mies van der Rohe,
who emigrated from Germany to the States.

Similar to the organism-concept mistake, the
problem in architecture was that the functional
attitude excluded by definition other important
aspects of the building, like ambiance,
stimulation of the senses, and aesthetics - all
which give the structure its added value.

The most interesting conflict arising from the
Form Follows Function idea was seen during
the thirties in the automobile industry in the
USA, when car designers feared that the need
for aerodynamic automobiles would result
in only one model (the shape of a tear), thus
preventing manufacturers from producing
original and exceptional cars.

Since most schools of architecture around
the world adopted the Modernist idea until not
long ago, most of the leading architects feel it

necessary to justify every whim appearing in
their building as fulfilling some sort of "need".

The historical dependence of countries
under Dutch and British rule, spread the
"annunciation" of the International Style also to
the Eastern world.

However, the weakening of the empires'
influence  together with  the  growing
independence of Australia, New Zealand and
other Far Eastern countries, allowed their
architects a wider scope of creative freedom.
This has been used, in turn, as a means of
expression for the increased awareness of
climate and surroundings.

In the unclear code that characterizes Western
Architecture today, the iconic structures of the
Australian architects McBride Charles Ryan,
attract world attention. This, when it is clear
to all that their formalistic structures stem first
and foremost from their creative mind, and the
names they attach to their buildings speak for
themselves: The Cloud House, Dome House,
Klein Bottle House, The Letterbox house etc.

Robert McBride and his partner (and mate)
Debbie Ryan firmly claim that their exclusive
formalist houses do not interfere with their
functionality, as they conform to the needs of
their inhabitants as well as their context.

"Our buildings are convenient, climate aware,
and undoubtedly provide the tenants with a
great deal of PR, which increases the value
of their homes. All this while enriching the
experience of the public space".

Robert McBride, who holds a MAin architecture
with a background in architectural engineering,
is responsible for the unique structures, while
Debbie Ryan - an interior designer - for the
comfort, aesthetics and experience of the
building.

Built next to the beach south of Melbourne,
their Klein Bottle House was awarded in 2009
the title "The Best House in the World" in the
framework of the World Architecture Festival in
Barcelona.

illustrations ahead
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