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The first retail store of "Piggly Wiggly".
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It should be noted, however, that the
issue of surveillance is not only unique
to hospitals, as it actually shaped the
conventions of all institutional structures -
prisons, monasteries, libraries, and schools.
Here, too, there is a hierarchy of privacy,
where pupils are under surveillance by
management all over the building — classes,
corridors, and yards during breaks - while
teachers (like nurses in hospitals) act as
mediators.

Moreover, the subject of surveillance is
currently the most influential socio-spatial
factor, when all of us are tirelessly watched
by “big brothers” - on roads, parks, city
streets, malls, parking lots, shops, at the
entrance to our homes, along paths leading
to them, and what is perhaps most worrying
of all - even in our most private domain,
when someone decides to know "what
exactly is going on there".

Perhaps the most disturbing thing is that
such technological progress, sanctified like
everything else here by security needs -
“prevention of violence” and just “maintaining
order” - gains full cooperation from the very
people who are harmed by it. Ostensibly,
positive inventions, like “Find your iPhone”,
“Improve your position in space”, Waze,
Whatsapp, Facebook, Cloud and Instagram
complement the picture and today it is very
difficult to get lost, not to mention voluntary
disappearance.

Ifinthe past, private spaces - aroom, ahome,
an office - constituted a means by which the
individual can position himself within the
social order, gradually releasing information
about his views, beliefs, connections, and
feelings - today the situation is reversed,
and this information is available to everyone
long before the individual is aware of it, even
if he’s quite certain that he is. State of the
art inventions like google glass complete the
picture, when passersby are photographed

at a glance, providing instant
information about them to anyone
who may want it.

Positioning of the individual in the
public space was at the core of a
study by French structuralists from
the sixties; led by Lévi-Strauss
who focused on “primitive”
societies, and Michel Foucault,
who used the term “Heterotophia”
to describe “other” socio/spatial
phenomena in western society.

The biological meaning of
Heterotophia referred to the removal of
an animal from its natural surroundings.
Foucault used it to describe ambiguities in
the perception of conventional spaces, such
as zoos or cemeteries - where live (or dead)
individuals were involuntarily assembled.
Foucault's argument was that spaces like
these actually express the uniqueness of
each society.

Foucault's theory was of course conceived
long before the advent of the Internet;
however, to his credit, even then (fifty
years ago!) he anticipated social changes
with extraordinary clarity that no other
philosopher predicted.

An important characteristic of Heterotophia
is that it always consists of open or closed
spaces that connect or disconnect the
individual from his surroundings. This was
also consistent with the Territorial Theory
developed in parallel (Robert Ardrey),
according to which human beings, like birds
and other animals, tend to define a personal
territory and zealously defend it.

To return to Buber’s arguments - what
elevates the neutral "It" to the level of a
particular "Thou", are close relationships
in space. Nonetheless - according to the
recent versions of the Territorial Theory,
the defense of a personal space already
happens at the stage of the individual's
identity definition.

This fact raises questions about voluntarily
waiving our identity protection, when we
relate to Facebook “friends” as if they were
real ones. The question is whether all the
wonders of the network that cross any real
border, don’t harm an individual's ability to
position himself within a social order (or
disorder).

Under the laws of equilibrium found in all
fields of life, the answer probably lies in the

clear difference between 'real names' and
'usernames'. While a real name requires
adherence to reality, a username allows
one to disconnect from it and go on to
non-binding virtual reality. And this might
also explain the direct relations between
loss of privacy in reality and the amount of
imaginary identities that swamp the network.
Meaning that the more our personal privacy
is trampled upon, the more personal identity
loses its credibility.

Hence, a recent ACMA survey in Australia
revealed that half the virtual identities on the
net are based on false details, explained by
users as a need to protect their privacy.

If we go back to Obama’s slogan, it seems
there is so much "we" that "one" is barely
visible, since both are governed today
by an unseen, undefined "them", who do
as they please with us all, eliminating the
significance of any mental, social, and
architectural defense mechanism.

The effect in our field is that in all this socio-
spatial chaos, architecture is losing its
traditional ability to regulate space, not to
mention a little privacy (or is that too much
to ask?).

When a wall is not a wall, and everything
behind, in front, and to the side is exposed
and known, we should leave slogans to
politicians and start thinking creatively,
otherwise, virtual reality won’t have a real
place to celebrate in.

Design (conventionally) consists of five
major stages: preliminary sketches of
alternatives for the client's selection;
development of the chosen alternative;
presentation, feedback, and evaluation;
preparation of work plans and detailing;
supervising the implementation.

Virtual reality has managed to seep into
four of these, through parametric design
(Al #69); three-dimensional rendering, and
responsive architecture. But, beautiful and
fascinating as these may be, experimental
gimmicks tend to minimize the traditional
role of architecture.

Since communication revolution actually
undermines architectural convention, what
is clearly needed is unconventional thinking.
And it is very possible that in war as in war,
it is just about developing Shielding Devices
to neutralize privacy neutralizers. Either
way, a change is warranted -

and the sooner the better.
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together we

Ami Ran

how close
IS not too close

In his victory declaration on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in September 2009, Obama chose to
say "Together we are one" - an abstract statement, yet charged with accumulated meanings since
introduced in the 80’s song by Guy Chambers, Delta Goodrem, and Brian McFadden. Obama
probably meant that when we unite we can achieve any goal; however, the question of who
constitutes the-we and who the-one remains open to interpretation. Hence, this abstract sentence
has been interpreted in many different ways over the years - from Blues bands dedicated to blotting
out discrimination between blacks and whites; the gay community preaching the eradication of
difference between men and women; perfumes for both men and women under the label of "one";
spiritual organizations that stress our common responsibility for the globe; and innocents who

dream of third world encounters, believing that we are not alone.

The togetherness trend whereby "we're all
from the same village", the same group,
or have the same skin tone — has gained
significant momentum in recent years due
to "sharing" in cyberspace, blurring the
differences between billions of users.

Gone viral, the phenomenon, based on an
accumulation of real or imagined identities
- undermines the principle of Martin Buber’s
| and Thou relations. Buber's basic premise
was that the definition of the “I” depends
on the “other” and, therefore, the two are
indistinguishable.

Buber was not alone in this field of course,
and, over the years, the term “personal
space” has become one of the most studied
topics in sociology. The prevailing argument
was that personal space varies according
to the situation and kind of proximity
typical of each society. For example —
what is considered reasonable proximity
while waiting in line for a football game is
totally different from the accepted distance
between people waiting in line for the ATM.

Moreover, a recent study undertaken at the
UCL (Gian Domenico Lannetti), indicates
that personal space is determined by
the individual's defense mechanisms, in
response to random or intentional intrusion
by the other. That is — not only is personal
space inconsistent, but it varies according to
the psychological structure of the individual.
Spaces in buildings are always arranged
hierarchically, with one relatively private pole

and another relatively public one. Relative,
because neither of them is either absolutely
private or absolutely public. For example,
the most ‘public’ space at home is the living-
room, while the most private one is (usually)
the master bedroom - although both of them
exist in a private domain, allocated from
public space.

All the more so, since buildings are never
tailored according to users' exact needs,
both because these aren’t always known
and because users are prone to changes
over time - architecture is based on defaults,
i.e., evolving typological conventions that
depend on the lifestyles, technological
developments, and availability of materials.

Such a convention is an historic grocery
store, where the vendor is placed on one
side of the counter, and the buyer on the
other. In this case, the counter categorically
divides the store into two distinct areas -
the vendor’s (private) and the consumer’s
(public).

The introduction of the supermarket
experience completely changed the rules
of the game - the first was founded in
U.S. in 1915 by Clarence Saunders, who
founded the retail chain of "Piggly Wiggly".
From this point onward, principles of self-
service and free choice virtually eliminated
the categorical separation between private
and public, when the vendor’s domain
was diffused between the counters, the
storeroom, and the offices, while buyers
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were allowed to roam freely throughout
the store, checking and pressing fruit,
vegetables, bread and baguettes, licking
olives, dried fruit and nuts. All this while the
“thou” disrupts “I” control over his domain.

This spatial change actually diminished
architecture's control, while what defines
the rules of the game are mainly social
conventions, such as always exiting through
the checkout, otherwise the sensing system
(or the lady at the main checkout) will sound
the alarm and cause you embarrassment.

A more "sterile" example of conventional
space organization is hospitals, whereby
interaction is almost entirely regulated
through social conventions - each corner of
the ward - the hallway, the entrance and the
patients' rooms - are surveyed by nurses
from behind their desk. Designed in the
mid-19th century, this spatial arrangement
institutionalized the traditional wing as part
of consolidating nurses professional status.

While shaping the extreme sacred privacy of
doctors, this hierarchical organization also
eternalizes the trampled over “privacy” of
patients. As mentioned, nurses are placed in
the middle, mediating between the doctors,
administrative staff, welfare aides, and of
course the visitors - all of whom know their
place, and woe to any who don't.

Interestingly, this social arrangement is still
prominent in hospitals, although surveillance
can be done with smart cameras.



