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Top: Selected proposal by sanaa and
Nir Kutz Architects for the Bezalel campus,
Jerusalem
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Top: NanoClimate - last year winner of the
Eden-Finer award, designed by Dan Mekler,
Alon Even-Paz, architect Eve Anan, and
Menachem Duvir.

Bottom: Photo from article about Sharona
that appeared in Al #34, causing the Tel Aviv
municipality to rethink its demolition.
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Community greenhouse for flowers, vegetables,
and herbs - Leon Ben Shitrit's social project.

- |'7an 'NnXI NIZY L0019 71727 'N7'0i7 nnnn
M0V [27IR'7 7¥ 'NN2N 07N

NNj7&«<—»

| architecture of israel #94 | august 2013 | page 67 english version

TINY



IN'2 X120 0D N2 | NRYID LP'Y'D 1292 1P '1D'N

0’921 TX DITX

nnyp 1on - ul')l')lo www.ackerstein.co.il | 1-700-500-959

["UWIAN % ul. = Al = [E

n'ou "ONTX 102 vp"'o D' oDINn nn'p 111 2UX'Y N'MIR N0TIn

D'nNd ND'X D"OOIPNI nrnwnI




[INax-1a 7n1 _rachel ben aharon ruchi@netvision.net.il n I ]_] VO Ty

D'OITIOD

n9'N IX' 'MTEND 1IN DN NDNYN
,JUNITN NIYEZN /9N AIN'Y - NIIYA NI77NN2a
MUn NTZNNN - YI7I71 NIDIX ,NII0F70DIN
D'0ITIOON "D [XD” NINIdDN NNN TN XYW
TN TEONA 7N 17100 TR ANYWN] 170y
on'n 7yl ,01UN DITRD |2 INYZNHPN NINNN2
|'J¥ W72 7OY DINA |DVD .N'19D7 DN |2
fOX ;N9'N 7¥ N'NNNN YY1 NINT/DITN/|NDT
;711N N2202 NINTE N0 11 W71 70V I'Y 2
“O7"AINT DN 2 TRVAUN” NIX' YUIW-121 D
T791"w 1' ;Y1n17I7n D71YyN D'DN NIYYNNA
7X7¥1 71w DNNNA 127 '019N 'AY DN j70Y
21N 7ma

ININ1 Y NFYR NN 77NN WXRY

Y7 17 DX v ar'7a L,y rxan :nnan
,00119 N7TIN YT ,{702ITIA '7'D L, DINY , 7NN
JTI717 el

AIN'YI NNNXYT N2AX [IDHD DVITIVON NJINYN
NANIFZ” NINDN NNN MY ARY7ZNN

STINM09 71727 NAINIZ7 122N 1P j7'1°¥20 1D
NIINNODNNYT7 YXD DA 'UXRI 'NYI09 N1AN DAY
NDOINN “NAIZIFZN NANIFZ” - 17777 INY ; NIPT'NY
7 YN 71N DYOXNNY D'ONIN Dan 7y
NINNY MI'N7 NANI7” - [0 TV ;01N NoY
NOANN NN NIYXYHNIL AN J1'NT7 N2'0I0TIN
N2 NUNIFZ” - DNMIAX ["YD ;{7I2'N" AWIND NN
7Y NODIANN NI’ 2IX'Y NOW NIN'D N M'7ann
.NNXN NINNSNN

17 02 X" YIN A77Nnn UR

TN AT VTN, |27 02 [¥2 TN :D'NID

TN XYIN NOD'N17XIN D'0ITIOD 7W NITAY :'p'n
;7N7¥2 71W DNNN - T791'YW 2N :N0NT7 N7YNTN
YOI 121 D 78 'TROAIN ;NINTIENAAD - [I'Y |2 GOX
INNNNI ;1777 INY 78 NAI7IZR NADIF” {IRNDYD
J1AN [IDND DAY - [0 'TY 7Y “IINT7 NINI7”

Right: Students' work from WIZO, Haifa, on the
subject of housing (from top): Yahav Scheinfeld;
Assaf Ben Zion; Moran Navari Schwartz.

Left: "Ecological Commune“ by Shahar Deklo,
and below: “Educational Commune”

by Adi Cohen - both from the Avni Institute.
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Readers Write
Client Choice

The recently exposed design proposal for the
Bezalel Campus in Jerusalem, again raises a
serious side of our cultural, professional ethics
and, primarily, our indifference as designers.
We all tend to claim that we live and breathe
architecture; we are aware of and responsive
to changes taking place here; we participate in
competitions involved in the renewal of public
and urban realms and are partners in shaping
the future of the hot, dense space in which
we work. Precisely for this reason it is difficult
to understand how we can ignore one of the
most unacceptable phenomena to take place
in recent years and in front of our very eyes
— the selection process for the design of one
of the most important complexes shortly to be
built here.

Much has already been said about the nature
of “open” competitions in the country, which
carry that non-binding and deceiving label
“client choice”. Meaning — it doesn't matter
what professional judges think, or how much
energy and resources were invested by unpaid
participating architects - the client has the right
to disperse the competition regardless of its
democratic results, and start all over, diverting
the process. Tens or hundreds of firms
contributed valuable time and skill. So what!!

Contrary to many opinions on the subject
— | believe Bezalel's decision to move to the
Russian Compound is justified. No site is
more appropriate for this important institution,
surrounded on all sides as it is by complex,
contrary though complementary functions,
in a dense urban fabric: the city hall — a civic
institution; the Church of the Holy Trinity — a
fine expression of tradition, preservation, and
religious ritual; a series of legendary pubs —
which have produced many entertainment
institutions over the years; and the Museum
of the Underground Prisoners - an amazing
building, today home to fascinating exhibits.
The addition of the Bezalel Campus - a melting
pot for social and artistic energies, is a blessed
addition — a charged and charging cultural
generator in its surrounding. In this respect, the
anonymous German firm that won the original
competition, should be seen as a natural
continuum of both the renewing institution, and
the city centre.

Every professional has his own beliefs and
accordingly a different opinion regarding
the various proposals. And, nonetheless,
common to five proposals (the winner being
the German-Turkish Studio), the proposals of
“Lot”, Chechik Marriz, the Italian, and RTA the
Turkish Chinese firm — expressed a refreshing
interpretation of basic questions like mixed
use spaces and, particularly - the traditional
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use of stone that was cleverly and surprisingly
resolved. In this sense, it is highly doubtful
whether the design submitted by Sanaa and
that bypassed the competition, would have
reached the final stage.

And this is precisely the point: had the
proposal stood to test against the other
proposals, it might have included all the factors
defined in the program. In the absence of an
adequate explanation for the selection, there
is no choice but to accept the competition
organizers’ outrageous claim, that the fame
of the Japanese firm would increase potential
contributions, and it is no secret that such an
issue does not constitute a legitimate criterion
in any public competition.

A body like “Bezalel” that symbolizes culture
and creativity is expected to maintain values
like fairness, respect, consistency, and the
promotion and encouragement of creativity.
Competition Awards

Zvika Tamari, Studio Team

awards & competition

Registration for the 2013/14 Project of the
Year Competition, is now open. An initiative
of Al and the EU, it is open to architects,
designers, landscape architects, researchers
and students, who are invited to submit
work designed or written since 2009. The
work must be organized in PowerPoint or
PDF presentation at a maximum weight of 5
MB, beginning with a short explanatory text,
including location, purpose, the circumstances
in which it was designed or written, its unique
aspects and completion date.

www.aiq.co.il +972-9-950-1500

The World Zionist Organization and Architects
Association announced a public competition
for the design of the entrance area to Mount
Herzl, Jerusalem. The competition is open to
registered architects and landscape architects,
as well as to students of architecture and
landscape, on a parallel track. Documents may
be purchased at Architects House

+972-3-518 8234 architects3@barak.net.il

The Holon Design Museum and the Feiner
family have announced the Eden-Feiner Award
for industrial design. The award is intended to
encourage innovative work while increasing
cooperation among industrial designers.
Eligibility: B.A in design with three years of
experience in the field.

Submission deadline: 30.8.13
http://www.dmh.org.il/heb/Events/Event.
aspx?pid=151&catld=4&Preview=1

Events & Exhibitions

The launch of the Technion’s Division of
Continuing Education Campus took place
in July at the renovated Sharona complex,
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Tel Aviv. The campus, until recently located
at D’'mall House in the Exchange complex,
consists of three buildings, supposed to
enrich the renewed commercial complex with
creative students. Despite the happiness
and celebrations, it should be noted that the
complex was approved for demolition in the
90’s by the Israel Land Administration, and only
after the intervention (too late) of the Council
for Preservation of Sites, and a comprehensive
article published in Al #34, - applying pressure
to Israel Gudovitch, then City Engineer, the
demolition of the buildings was halted and a
process of re-thinking began at the Tel Aviv
Municipality. This ultimately brought about the
transformation of the Colony into a cultural
and entertainment center that could change
the face of the city. Everything else is fake
affectation. In this context, it is interesting to
note that the management of the preservation
project was entrusted to the city company that
runs all city parking lots; a city in which every
resident wastes several hours a day looking for
parking.

Artist village Ein Hod, and the Janco-Dada
Museum, named after one of its founders —
Marcel Janco, are an encouraging ray of light
in an Israeli culture confused between East
and West. The creative richness found in the
permanent exhibition is occasionally enhanced
by thought provoking temporary exhibitions, no
matter what they’re called, from Mickey Mouse
caught in a mouse trap, to a bridal gown that
goes up in flames and to an interactive circle of
seed crackers who interactively build up a pile
of saliva shells - a most vulgar and polluting
habit, though, one has to admit, second to
cigarette dumps at intersections.

Always worth a visit.

The party of the designer is going on at
the Holon Design Museum, in Ron Arad’s
exhibition, titled “In Reverse”.

“Instead of creating an exhibition of a cut or a
retrospective, where you place old objects on
stands and label them, | decided to embark on
ajourney the end of which is left for imagination.
| haven't released images or many details from
the exhibition because | don’t want to spoil the
end of the story.”

Ron Arad, with his typical grace.

Lior Ben Shitrit, an architecture student at
the Wizo Academic Center, Haifa, created a
"community greenhouse" - a private initiative
for the promotion of social issues through
architecture.

Enterprising people like you Lior, go far!

That is all for now, please write,
Rachel Ben Aharon

ruchi@netvision.net.il



