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Brother Claus Field Chapel, Cologne,
Germany

Peter Zumthor's minimalist field church was
cast in layers of concrete on planks of wood
stacked like a teepee. Once the concrete
dried, the wooden mold was burned, leaving
a fascinating inner space open to the sky.
For Peter Zumthor, the structure symbolized
the life style of a 15th century penitent
monk; for Rojkind - functioning without
electricity, water or artificial lighting - it
symbolizes real, sustainable architecture.

Architect: Peter Zumthor,
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liverpool department store,
huixquilucan de degollado,
mexico

In existence for 164 years, the Liverpool chain
of department stores is presently going through
a re-branding process. Recognizing the cultural
significance of shopping centers, Rojkind was
commissioned to create a new mantle for an
existing shopping center where public space
is dominated by main traffic arteries. Designed
according to the movement of the sun, the
double-layered metal facade protects the center
from its chaotic environment. At night, the space
between the layers is flooded with light and the
monochrome shell becomes a dynamic attraction.
Following the success of the project, Rojkind was
soon commissioned to design the interior as well,
with atrium balconies that imitate the undulating
shape of the shell, as well as the roof-top garden
made for the surrounding community that suffers
from a lack of open space.

Photos: Paul Rivera
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Chocolate
Museum,
Toluca

Mexico

Photos

Paul Rivera

12 employee parking

13 reception
14 hallway

6 museum shop
7 restrooms

1 motor lobby

2 drop off
3acces
4 lobby

Nestlé

11 existing chocolate factory

8 landscaping
10 acces to tunnel

5 auditorium

2

first floor plan

BEE] 2013 0 | 93 7KW NITOMTN |



"N7001” T7I71WN |INTID
I77'0i70 ,N{71710

N'UNIN N'TNNI N7270 D7IX

| architecture of israel #93 | may 2013 | page 85 english version



Accomplished in just three months, the Chocolate
bar-like structure includes a reception lobby, a
screening hall to prepare the visitor for the tour, a
tunnel that winds through the chocolate production
process, and a store at the end. The Museum was
awarded the International Architecture Award
and a year later it was nominated by the British
Museum as one of the world’s 10 best realized
designs in 2008.

Photos: Paul Rivera
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Casa pR34 PR34 House
Tecamachalco, Mexico i77'0i70 177'XD{70

Photos: Jaime Navvaro
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Located on a hill overlooking the Bosques
de Reforma, the house from the sixties’ was
renovated to serve as a separate unit for the
new addition above. A two-level structure similar
to two ballet dancers in motion, a gesture for the 3 ! s
owner's daughter who is a ballet dancer. While
the upper storey includes a living room, dining
corner and kitchen, the lower level consists of
a master bedroom and a family room, with the
existing house roof serving as a balcony, and the
underground skylights designed as sunbeds.

|

mts. TRANSVERSAL SECTION 3

Photos: Jaime Navvaro
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Falcon corporative headquarters
Mexico City

Wrapping three existing buildings, the semi-
transparent shell produces an internal work
space with outdoor qualities, enabling work
meetings in a pleasant atmosphere. Floating
between the buildings, the lit space is enhanced
by randomly arranged geometrical windowing,
aiming to soften the formal marketing meetings

that take place there.

Photos: Guido Torres
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Tori Tori
restaurant,
Polanco Mexico
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rojkind
architectos

bonnie evans

With a background as a drummer in La Gente Normal
(Normal People), none of Michel Rojkind’s buildings
seem “normal”’. Although he addresses conventional
issues of space, function, technology, materials, and
climate — it is difficult to ignore the unusual outcome.
Standing out with aesthetic distinction, his buildings
are not merely environmental sculptures, but rather
functional architecture with elegantly expressed content
that changes from one project to another. With a subtle
rhythm he creates something seemingly reminiscent
of jazz. Like Jazz, his buildings are not spontaneous
improvisation, but meticulously planned musical creation.

Graduating from the Iberoamericana University in
Mexico City, Rojkind was self-employed until, in
1998, together with Isaac Broid and Miquel Adrid,
he established Adrid+Broid+Rojkind Arquitectos. In
2002, he opened his present firm Rojkind Arquitectos
and, in 2004, together with Arturo Ortiz Struck, Derek
Dellekamp and Tatiana Bilbbao, Michel Rojkind formed
the MXDF Urban Research Center, aiming to consolidate
intervention in urban development based on social
content. The productive combination between research
and field activity, probably contributed to a better natural
match between architecture and the urban context that
encapsulates it.

For Rojkind, tectonic knowledge constitutes the most
important issue. In this frame, he often notes that the
architect he most esteems is Peter Zumthor, who built
the Brother Claus Field Chapel. Located near Cologne,
Germany, the minimalist field church was cast in layers of
concrete on planks of wood stacked like a teepee. Once
the concrete dried, the wooden mold was burned, leaving
a fascinating inner space open to the sky. For Peter
Zumthor, the structure symbolized the life style of a 15th
century penitent monk; for Rojkind - functioning without
electricity, water or artificial lighting - it symbolizes real,
sustainable architecture.

With his buildings appearing in numerous professional

bless is more

magazines, Michel Rojkind has been invited as visiting
professor to several universities. His buildings attract
worldwide attention and he is now considered one
of the most appreciated representatives of the new
generation.

In 2007, Michel Rojkind’s design for the Nestlé
Chocolate Museum in Toluca, Mexico was awarded the
International Architecture Award and a year later it was
nominated by the British Museum as one of the world’s
10 best realized designs in 2008.

illustrations ahead
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