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Top: Allianz Arena Stadium in Munich
designed by Herzog & de Meuron,
who will apparently design the National
Library in Jerusalem

Middle and bottom:

"Target" and "Harp" — works

by sculptor Ana Guitel Nigri
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competition prizes and free gifts

Laying of the cornerstone for The Edmond
& Lily Safra Brain Science Building (ELSC)
at the Hebrew University. Designed by Lord
Norman Foster, the building, 10,500 sgm.,will
be adjacent to the Institute for Life Sciences on
the Givat Ram Campus. The oval structure will
include laboratories, lecture halls, an imaging
center, auditorium and cafeteria and will be
undertaken by the Israeli firms of Baer Shifman-
Nathan and Zadok Sherman Architects.

It's not that you can't rely on Foster's proven
skills to cope with the relatively simple task of
a conventional academic building, but the easy
choice not to hold an open competition delivers
the message that the Hebrew University still
does not believe that any Israeli architect can
cope with the task.

| wonder when we'll have an Architects'
Association with balls — a professional
association that will know how to block any
public body that thinks the funds it receives are
its own pocket money.

sad

Architect Prof. Ram Karmi — one of Israel's
most prominent architects ever — has passed
away at the age of 82. A charming man, winner
of the Israel Prize for Architecture who, among
other things, designed the Supreme Court
(together with his sister Ada Karmi-Melamede)
a teacher and theoretician who served as
a model for thousands of architects in the
country. His last project - the Habima Theater
renovation - was unfairly criticized. Yet, after
completion, despite the controversy, it received
international praise.

Dear Rami, | hope you can hear us, as always.
Continue not to give a damn. You are the
coolest architect in the world.

Rest in peace.

Herzog & de Meuron will probably design
the new National Library building after architect
Rafi Segal, who won the public competition,
was rejected. Known all over the world, the
firm was selected out of six firms who agreed
to participate in the tender. The Swiss firm,
established in 1978 by Jacques Herzog and
Pierre de Meuron, has gained an impressive
record in recent years, designing the Tate
Modern Gallery in London, the Beijing National
Stadium, and the Allianz Arena Stadium in
Munich. The Architects' Association protested
the failure to respect the competition results,
but no-one really takes them into account.

The Tel Aviv Regional Planning and Building
Committee submitted the master plan
(TA/5000) for the city of Tel Aviv-Jaffa for public
objections. The plan, formulated by the city
engineer for the past four years, will dictate
design trends and city development until the
target year of 2025. The plan includes the
addition of 35,000 apartments, the construction
of a new CBD between Jaffa and the south of
the city, a ban on building towers within the
White City and the preservation of the Templar
buildings in areas within the jurisdiction of the
army and the Prime Minister's office. It is worth
noting that the demolition of the buildings was
approved 15 years ago and that the idea of
preserving them awoke as the direct result of
an extensive article published in Architecture
of Israel before architect Israel Goodovitch
took the position of city engineer. Unlike his
predecessors, Goodovitch understood the
historic value of the buildings and the urban
potential in their preservation and was active
during his brief tenure in freezing the process
of their demolition. As a comprehensive master
plan the program will significantly change the
direction of city development, with orientation
to south at the expense of the north.

artists verging on architecture

Immigrating to Israel from Brazil about
three years ago, sculptor Ana Guitel Nigri has
participated in many solo and group exhibitions
in Brazil, Italy and Israel, and is the recipient
of numerous awards. Born in Rio de Janeiro,
Ana specializes in recycling and her inspiring
sculptures are suitable for public spaces,
offices, bank and hotel lobbies, and even private
homes. Two of her works presented here are
— Harp — one of fifteen works to be presented
in a solo exhibition opening on 25th July at
the Museum of Jewish Culture in Bratislava,
Slovakia, and Target — a series of stainless
steel sculptures with a two-dimensional
element that takes on an additional dimension
through deliberate distortion.

Phone: 054-2146934 anaguitel@hotmail.com
www.anaguitelnigri.com

exhibitions

The Holon Design Museum will this year
present three international exhibitions: an
exhibition in honor of the late fashion designer
Lea Gottlieb (March —May, 2013); an exhibition
of works by museum designer architect Ron
Arad (June — September, 2013); and the Zen
and Art of the Bicycle exhibition based on the
Michael Embacher collection (November 2013
- February 2014).

Curator: Galit Gaon.

uriosity

The exhibition "Time/Resistance" is currently
showing at the Israeli Center for Digital Art in
Holon. Eleven local and international artists
present works on the impact of time on daily
life. Closing: July 27th, 2013.

Curators: Yael Messer and Gilad Reich.

new projects

A cultural and recreation complex is planned
in the Holon Industrial Zone, on a small hill,
next to the historical Mikveh Israel agricultural
school. A glazed steel structure, inspired by
Mies van der Rohe, adjacent to an Arab building
from the beginning of the previous century to
be used as a gallery. The space between the
structures and their surroundings will include
low vegetation around ancient Sycamore trees
in the style of Gan Ya'akov, with several objects
of interest scattered in space a la Parc de la
Villette. Timber decks allow seating around
the entrance that serves as a family recreation
facility. The transparent dining hall ending in a
suspended verandah will benefit from the vista
of the surrounding agricultural landscape.
Designer Gad Halperin - Studio Gad
Architect Nir Mamon - Mamon Architects

students

Thirty students from the Technion course
"Affordable Housing" proposed solutions to the
housing crisis of the Arab population in the Wadi
Nisnas neighborhood, Haifa. The students
toured the neighborhood, talked to residents
and investigated the physical/demographic
characteristics of the Arab neighborhood with
its unique historical fabric, overcrowding, a
lack of open spaces and limited potential for
housing.

Tutor: Architect Michal Yoklah

Another group of students from the Technion
Landscape Department suggested group
solutions for the rehabilitation of the quarry
in Nesher that has been abandoned now for
two years, having served the construction
industry in the north for decades. The Quarry
Rehabilitation Fund awarded monetary prizes
for outstanding work.

First place: Quarry Park Project for collecting
and recycling waste, with facilities for sport
activities and a visitors' observation point
designed by ltai Vender, Yonathan Hochman
and Yogev Bitan.

Second place: A project using the area for the
benefit of the neighborhood while eliminating
possibilities for real estate initiatives. See the
projects at the Nesher Municipality.

That's it for now, please write to me
ruchi@netvision.net.il
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