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Castro clothing store, Ramat Aviv Mall
The design serves as backdrop for-the
chain's new, dynamic clothing line.
Bottom: Studio MU partners -

Miki Ankava (right) and Uri Ben-Dror
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"House in the Port", Tel Aviv Port

Comme il Faut chainstore main branch -
combining restaurant, clothing, entertainment
and culture in the same space.

Studio MU , 2011
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Michael Ankava, Uri Ben

Miki came to Bezalel in order to "rest

for a year from the world of restaurants”
after he was partner in a few restaurants
in Jerusalem.

The friendship with Uri Ben Dror, currently
his partner in Studio MU, came about in
the second year, something that led them,
in the third year, to open a small bar which
mainly employs their classmates.

The unique connection between
architecture and the restaurant world
brought them several jobs, dictating

the kinds of projects they now

specialize in. Today Studio MU has

12 employees, and has achieved
recognition in the field of designing chain
stores, restaurants and offices.

BE] 2012 voRIN | 90 N'7NW! NN |

L1

L] |

Moses Restaurant ,Ramat Hahayal
View from the balcony into the "living
room", expressing the theme of the chain
within the heart of the industrial zone.
Studio MU, 2009
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Gitam BBDO advertising firm

This page: The wall delineating the
creative department

Right page, right: The lobby.

Right page, left: The patio brings natur.

light into the offices deep in the building:’

Architecture and Interior Design:
Gal Marom Architects
Building architect: Rami Wimmer
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Gal Marom

"In his book Memorial do Convento,

Nobel Prize winner José Saramago portrays
three heroes who lived in the 16th century:
Father Bartolomeu Lorenzo who later became
a Jew; Baltasar-Seven Suns - a courageous
warrior and armless builder; and Blimunda -
who was gifted with the ability to see people's
hidden desires, faults and wishes. Father
Bartolomeu assigns Blimunda and Baltasar

a mission - to build a flying ship called
Passarola (bird). When they ask him how the
ship would take off, the Father replies: 'using
people's passions and desires'.

Ever since | read this story, | make every
effort to capture my clients' passions and
desires, hoping to build their personal
'Passarola’.

As a child in Tel-Aviv, | loved to look at

the buildings, trying to discover their secret
-who built them and who lives in them.

| began studying architecture relatively
late, after serving extra years in the army.

| believed that doing so was part of being a
citizen in our country. But my passion

to become an architect kept me restless.
My teachers - Shimon Shapira,

Zeev Druckman and Arthur Goldreich,
nurtured my free creative thought and
architect Ofer Kolker whom | worked for,
taught me the secrets of practicality - technical
thought and particularly, the art of details.

After working in the offices of Moshe

Zur and llan Pivko, | opened my own

firm in 2004, where | design residential
towers, neighborhoods, exclusive villas and
office buildings.

About a year ago we won a competition for

an international hotel chain, two of which - one
in Brussels, the other in Amsterdam, are in
their final design stage. | believe in a free-of-
fashion thinking, striving to create timeless
architecture."
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Gitam BBDO advertising firm

The new atrium was opened to connect all
the firm's spaces, with the presentation
floor on top.

Architecture and Interior Design: -
Gal Marom Architects .'}"

Building architect: Rami Wimmer - r
\ o
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Stained steel screens filter the sunlight in the south-west
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Residential Building Rothschild Blvd., Tel Aviv
corner - "sewing" a dynamic story in the living room.

Studio Dana Oberzon Architects
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Dana Oberzon

"l was born into the world of fashion, @E“!
surrounded by sewing pins next to my father's
cutting table, astonished by the miracle of color,
fabric and material transforming into a creation. |
shifted to architecture after having studied graphic
arts, where | missed the third dimension.

During my studies | hooked up with my !
classmate Eran Neuman, with whom | collaborated
on a few projects - a kind of "architectural

L
marriage". ﬁ

When | completed my studies | decided | wanted to a3ia
work in Saadia Mandel's office. Sachko, who was
the first head of the architectural department at
Bezalel, kindly explained to me that he didn't

need any workers. However, | started to work with
him the next morning, remaining in the presence
of this warm and highly gifted man for 7 years.
From him | learned the indisputable connection
between architecture and humanity. In 2011 |
opened my own studio where we 'tailor' buildings
to embody the desires of our clients. Architecture
for me is not a profession but a passion. | keep my

amy
BB |

| e
b
sy

studio boutique size, so | can touch the material T
and go deep into details." e
Dana teaches architecture at the Ariel College .
and Tel Aviv University - where Eran Neuman, her ,
partner in her final school project is now head of -

the David Azrieli School of Architecture. . ] B [ e o e

Rooftop Apartment in Tel Aviv
Textures and materials obscure the
contrast between interior and exterior.
Studio Dana Oberzon Architects
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Residential Home, American Colony, Tel-Aviv
Modern interpretation of the wooden structures

of the 19th century. Two story garden apartments
on the ground floor open into a private yard, while
the upper floor apartments enjoy the roof area
and shaded balconies.

Architect: Moran Palmoni
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Moran Palmoni

Growing up in a 2 room Bauhaus

home surrounded with green court-yards

on Kibbutz Degania overlooking the Sea of
Galilee, Moran's simplistic style became one
of his trademarks.

After acquiring experience at Ada Carmi-
Melamed's office, he opened his own practice,
where he has designed several residential
buildings, exclusive villas, as well as winning

several competitions.

Situated in Neve Zedek, Moran

Palmoni Architects is considered one of

the most promising offices today, currently
busy with the expansion of the Schuster
Center in Tel- Aviv as well as redesigning the
Seminar HaKibbutzim campus (together with
Kimmel- Eshkolot Architects.)
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Vacation House, Lepkada Island, Greece
Concealed on the mountain rock, the house
opens up to the sea.

Architect: Moran Palmoni
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Maya Plesner

"As the daughter of a Danish architect

who worked for several years in Sri Lanka,

| had two extra sources of reference —
Denmark and the Far East. In Denmark we
wandered around among the churches and
buildings designed by the "original" Ulrik
Plesner (my grandfather's brother) - a famous
Danish architect at the end of the 1900's, and
the churches built by my step grandfather -
Kaare Klint - a famous architect, particularly
well known for his furniture designs.

My father, Ulrik Plesner, who immigrated

to Israel after running an office in Sri

Lanka, had an important influence on the
modern architectural language developing
there during the sixties. In Sri Lanka we met
warm people and tropical, open architecture,
made of local materials - completely the
opposite of the enclosed solid buildings in
Denmark. We lived there for a year in one of
the open homes, with an interior courtyard and
large-shading roofs.

A year before | finished my studies | went
with my father and brother on a backpacking
trip to Rajasthan. We roamed for a month
through the Indian towns - each with its

own character, smell and color." Maya and
her sister Daniela's work exhibit a unique
combination of Danish pedant, Far Eastern
colorfulness, and Israeli directness.
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Private house in the Sharon Area ¥
A comprehensive space supplying all the
family's needs, with places for gathering L
together or hiding alone. ; 5 !
Plesner Architects ‘

Project Architect: Daniela Plesner
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Daniela Plesner

"It all started in the house on Moshav
Aminadav, facing the amazing landscape

of the Judaea Hills. My father, Ulrik Plesner
who immigrated to Israel at the beginning of
the seventies, chose to build our home on
one of the hills, on top of a rock. The house,
which so naturally melded with the slope,

was built out of heavy stones, a patio along
the entire house, and large windows

that looked out at the hills of Jerusalem. The
original house has been preserved, and newly
painted in pink according to the request of

my Scottish grandmother. The garden was
populated with shading trees and a small pool
which always attracted guests.

When | design a house there is no doubt

that | begin with a public space that serves all
the family's needs, but never forget the private
areas that allow members to "hide away" and
have time alone, and include seasonal plants
and trees that provide natural shade; every
interior has an exterior. And of course... the
relaxing influence of the water in a pool."

Walworth Barbour American
International School, Even Yehuda

A comprehensive campus for children
from kindergarten through high school,
the new school replaces the original
one, which was located for a few
decades in Kefar Shmaryahu. Made up
of classrooms, gym, and a library, the
schoolyard ends with an amphitheater
which opens up into the agricultural
surroundings. Extra wide roofs
provide shaded and well ventilated
passageways and courtyards.

Plesner Architects with
Haim Dotan Architects
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Ron Rozen

Tt

"As son and grandson of architects, | was
always looking for my own statement, something
that would let me develop an independent
identity. Working in the offices of Yael and
Yonatan Shiloni and Mazor-First sharpened
the dilemma of having my own office - with the
financial worries involved - or working as an
employee, guaranteeing financial stability but
limiting creativity. Independence won in 1993
and | opened my first office with a classmate,
Raviv Daui.

In 2005, after struggling alone for a few years,
my friend, Etai Linenberg joined me. The variety
of projects | was involved with, especially the
two in the Negev (Shaharot and Beer Ora),
as well as overseas (Zanzibar and Greece),
consolidated my understanding that there is an
undeniable connection between culture, climate
and style."

| =]
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Above: Private home in the Jerusalem
Hills. Soft and rounded interior wrapped in
a collection of massive rocks, resembling
traditional terraces.

' Below: Beer Ora in the Negev.

"Desert urbanity" achieved with high
density and cool, shaded courtyards.
Architect: Ron Rozen (far right picture)
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Nurit Agmon

"My choice of becoming an architect was just
right, though at the time | was accepted to
Bezalel | wasn't sure at all that | would stay
there more than a year. But, my teacher,
Professor Shimon Shapiro, whom | deeply
admired, convinced me to stay.

. After graduating, | decided to work only

in women's offices, so they would serve

. as role model. | worked with Nili Portugali
. and then with Niva Artzi, who generously
- gave me some of her projects when she

- went to continue her studies overseas.

-

This enabled me to open my own

studio in Neve Shalom, where | still

live. Eight years ago | opened an office in
Moshav Mesilat Zion with Yoel Braidman,
whom | met during my studies.

The work with Yoel taught me

that architecture is not done alone... and
that the first reaction to rejection can be
a lever to solve problems and eventually,
to create better architecture."

| architecture of israel 90 | august 2012 | page 17 english version
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Yoel B ra i d m a n This page: Residential building in Abu Tor,
Jerusalem

Right page: Private home at Neve Shalom.
"The most significant lesson | took from Braidman-Agmon Architects
Bezalel was that architecture is not a
profession but rather a way of life embedded
with cultural morals. The immense influence
architecture has on our environment and oy ’1'0‘:;:3;'3?;,8;:;21?3'"_]3’;?_: ::g::
on our life in general, obligates us to ' D73 7TR ||.nml|n'r"1:\
intervene as little as possible. | think that
the most successful projects emerge when
the client brings his own cultural agenda
to the project which then turns into our
architectural challenge, striving to improve
the environment."
Yoel is a partner in Braidman-
Agmon Architects with Nurit Agmon.
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graduates
of bezalel

from
boris to
shechori

Dr. Hillit Mazor

The history of Bezalel Academy of Arts is usually described through its various heads. Each of
them tried to promote governmental recognition that would allocate them with some kind of a
budget. Even though the school of art was founded in 1906 by artist Boris Shatz , twenty years
before the establishment of Hebrew University and the Technion, it took 70 years before it was
able to be denoted an academic college. The first step that advanced the "School for training of
craftsmen's transformation into a college was the foundation of the Art Department in 1966. In
1975 Bezalel signed an agreement of recognition with the Hebrew University, which included the
construction of a new building on Har Hazofim. This enabled separating the Environmental Design
studies from the Industrial Design department - one of the basic conditions set by the Council of

Higher Education as part of the accreditation process.

The crucial phase in achieving recognition for
the architectural studies began only in 1979
when Prof. Ran Shechori - considered "Israel's
accreditation start-upist" - was appointed the
head of Bezalel; after achieving accreditation
for the Academy for Education and Arts. Once
the process was accomplished, Shechori
handed over his position to Dr. Ran Sapoznik,
while Saadia Mandal was appointed the first
head of the Department of Architecture.

Until 1993, when the first graduates of the
department were allowed to register as
architects, the institution had released many
frustrated "architects", who had to deal with the
institution's inferior academic position. Some
of them went abroad to receive their degree,
others continued to work in the field without
being registered - one even managed to ran the
department before he was legally an architect.

In 1992, the historic building downtown was
occupied by "Bezalel 1" - a center for exhibition
studies run by Professor Ziona Shimshi. But,
the heads of the departments on Har Hatzofim
were jealous, and the historical building,
which symbolized the connection between the
institution and the city, was handed over in
1995 to the Department of Architecture, where
it still is today.

The recognition of the second school of
architecture (besides the Technion) gave other
colleges the green light in the "race for the
gown", and soon after came Tel-Aviv University,
who opened a school of architecture in 1994,
Ariel College in 1995, and later on - Wizo
Academic Center in Haifa.

Worth mentioning however is Hasadna -
the most promising school of architecture,
where the best architects in the country were
teaching. Established and run by architect
Eliezer Frenkel, the private school was run
with the Bauhaus mentality. But "thanks" to the
Technion jealousy, it never received recognition

Bezalel in 1911

as an accredited architectural school (except
for a "BA in Architectural Studies"), and due to
lack of budget it was forced to close.

The two prior articles in this series dealt with
distinguished graduates of the Technion, and
the David Azriely School of Architecture in Tel-
Aviv University.

This article is about the first graduates of the
Department of Architecture in Bezalel, who
were allowed to register as architects.

lllustrations ahead
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