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Lugo Museum
Plan of level -1, and section of
the underground structure.
Right page: The rusty metal

- reminiscent of the industrial
buildings formerly on the site.
Nieto Sobejano Arquitectos
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The Museum in Lugo is the third to be planned
by Nieto Sobejano Architectsin Spain following
a competition.

The need to assimilate a building into the:
landscape led to the idea of a museum park,
connecting it to the green area of the city,
while concealing the exhibition areas and the
parking spaces underground.

Representing the underground above, the
metal cylinders - reminiscent of the rusty
industrial constructions that were on the site
- resemble a scenic installation that blends in
naturally with its surroundings.

The plan is made of two functional areas: one:
including the exhibition areas, and the second
-~ the visitors’ center and parking lot exploiting
the topographical height differences to allow:
entrance at the street level.

with natural light, the spaces beneath
inders are suited to audio-visual

installations and events. The underground
building ~ affords thermal comfort  with
economical maintenance.

lustrations ahead
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Three cylindrical towers provide enclosed
rooms for audio-visual installations and are
surrounded by the underground

exhibition galleries.

Nieto Sobejano Arquitectos

Project Architect: Alexandra Sobral.
Projectc coordination: Vanesa Manrique,
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San Telmo Museum
Top: The new entrance plaza with access

1o the old wing.

This page: Night view of the perforated
aluminum mantle, and the staircase leading to
the roof and_passageway to Monte Urgull
Nieto Sobejano Arquitectos
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JoanneumMuseum, Graz, Austria
Modern interference - preserves the
traditional nature of the historical
buildings while leaving free urban space
at street level.

Nieto Sobejano Arquitectos

Local architects: eep architekten
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The new extension of the San Telmo Museum
characterizes the stylistic approach of the
architects, based on a surprising confrontation
between the new and old.

In this context, cooperation with local artists
has yielded a perforated aluminum mantle
creating a play of light inside and out, granting
the historic building an artistic yet moderate
appearance.

Following a competition in 2005, the new
wing includes exhibition galleries, auditorium,
mediatheque, shop, cafeteria, and a new
entrance with access to the historic building
as well.

Located on the fringe of the historic cities
built area, the building is set with a pedestrian
passageway - to the high hil at the edge of the
bay - through a podest up the back staircase,
by which visitors can also climb up to the roof.

Perceived as part of the landscape according
to the architects’ approach, the building will
be covered with a variety of plants, alleviating
thermal comfort - both for shading and for
insulation all year round.

Nieto Sobejano Architects
Project Architect: Miguel Ubarrechena
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Joanneum Museum, Graz, Austria
Penetrating underground one to two stories,
the conic openings flood natural light into
the passageways and study rooms.

Nieto Sobejano Arquitectos

Local architects: eep architekten
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Joanneum Museum, Graz, Austria
Entrance to the underground museum
from the street level, through the widest
opening (see plan)

Nieto Sobejano Arquitectos

Local architects: eep architekten
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Joanneum
Museum
Extension
Graz, Austria

The new extension of the historic museum
in Graz connects its three buildings via an
underground structure, also serving as a joint
entrance lobby.

Including a natural history museum, galleries,
auditorium, regional library and study rooms
- the underground building is flooded with
natural light penetrating through four openings
at the street level, creating a platform for most
of the urban activity.

The use of round cavernous holes s, on one
hand, an urban attraction, while on the other
- connects to the architects’ stylistic jargon,
prominently expressed as well in the Lugo
Museum in Spain.

The modest appearance of ~modernist
structures greatly contributes to the attractive
historical center while preserving the traditional
architecture.

Nieto Sobejano Architects

Local architects: eep architekten

lllustrations ahead
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Sobejano
Arquitectos
the style dimension

Bonnie Evans

Fuensanta Nieto and Enrique Sobejano run the highly awarded
architecture office Nieto Sobejano Arquitectos S.L., with offices in Madrid
and Berlin. Graduates of the Escuela Técnica Superior de Arquitectura
Madrid, with a Masters from Colombia University in New York, they
presently teach architecture at Universidad Europea de Madrid, and
Universitat der Kiinste in Berlin. Between 1986 -1991 they edited the
architecture journal Arquitectura, and were invited to lecture world-wide
in schools of architecture.

The successful office carries out projects
whose common denominator is the occasional
connection between components that vary in
nature, with the random dimension playing
a key role. However, since randomness and
variety require adhesion, their method s to
dictate a system of rules and constraints that
determi f coherence.

In the situation of the project being perceived
as a mosaic of events, the stylistic dimension
plays an important role in creating a clear and
readable picture. When, on one hand, the
architect serves as the active partner, and
on the other - the user as the passive one,
the stylistic reflections that pass from one
project to another grant the products a multi-
conceptual dialogue, intertwining the relation
of architectural event, time and place.

In this respect, the office is notably identified
in its ability to connect contemporary style
with traditional architecture, for which it has
won several prestigious prizes, such as the
2010 Aga Kahn Award for Architecture, and
extensions to the Joanneum Museum in Graz,
San Telmo Museum in San Sebastian and
Moritzburg Museum in Halle, Germany,
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